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done among ft them, in 1515 ou 
than we do. 
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Our government has not only 


_ been partial i in matters of rebgi on; 


but \ thoſe. alſo who have ſuffered 
under that partiality, and. have 
therefore endeavoured by. their 
writings to vindicate their own. 
rights and liberties, have, for the. 
moſt part, done it upon narrow. 
principles, ſuited only to the lule. 
2 a oꝛon feits.. 1 


This narrowneſs of Givi on all . 


2 fades 4, has undoubtedly. been. the prin- 


cipal occaſion. of our miſeries and 


confiions. But whatever have 5 


Vit 


been the anti, it is nou high 
time to ſeek for a thorow cure. We 


have need f more generous, "I 
dies th an what have yet been 


uſe of in our d ifemper... Jt is nei- 
ther declarations of indulgence, nor 
acts of comprehenſion, ſuch. as have * 
yet been pratiiſel or prgiected a- 
mong ft us, that can. do the mat. 
The firft will but 2 6 thee — 
Ko ce aur evil. ed - 


A * 1 3x at 8 Nr 1 i 


WT E berty,. Juſt and true 
179. equal and impartial liber- 
ty, is the thing that. ve {and in Fn 
need of... Noe, though. this. has e 
indeed been muck talked of, 1 doubt. 
it has not been much FREY 1 
5 * "IL I 
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am ſure not tat all prac? iſed, either 
. our governors towards the peo- 
„ in general, or by any 41 ent- 
N parties of the People towerds i 
one Auulber. Ys Ord 


7 cannot U but | e that 
this di ſeourſe, wohich treats of that 
fubjet#, however briefly, yet more 
'exattly than any we have yet ſeen, 
demonſirating ' both the equitable- 

nie and practicablengſtef the thing, 
. be eſteemed highly ſeaſonable by 
all men that have fouls large enough 
o prefer the true intereſt of the 


_m_ Mn) that- of a party. . 


4, 
ok 


* n ue. | 
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ix 
already ſo ſpirited, or to inſpire 
that ſpi rit into thoſe that are not, 
that I have tranſlated it into our 
language. But the thing itſelf is 
fo ſhort, that it will not bear a 
 bonger preface. I leave it there- 
fore to the conſideration of my 
couhtrymen, and heartily wiſh that 
they may make the uſe of it that it 
appears to be defigned for. 
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A LETTER 


true church. For whatſoever 
ſome people boaſt of the antiquity 
of places and names, or of the 
pomp of their outward worſhip ; 
others, of the reformation of their 
_. diſcipline; all, of the orthodoxy 
of their faith; (for every one is 
orthodox to himſelf: ) theſe things, 
and all others of this nature, are 
much rather marks of men ſtriv- | 


fot true a claim to all theſe things, 5 
yet if he be deſtitute of charity, : 
meekneſs, and good-will in gene- 
ral towards all mankind, even te 5 
thoſe — not 'Chri ns, he 


— 


_ concerning TortraTion. I3 
is certainly yet hort of being a 
true Chriſtian” himſtlf. The Luke xx. . 
© kings of the Gentiles exereiſe 
* lordſhip over them, | ſaid our 
Saviour to his diſciples, * but ye 
* ſhall not be ſo. The buſineſs 
of true religion is quite another 
thing. It 3 den 
der to the erecting of an external 
pomp, nor to the obtaining ining of ec- 
clefiaftical. fot nor to the 1 
ub the 9 less. 
— to the rules of virtue _ 
piety. Whoſdever will lit him- 
ſelf under the banner of Chtiſt, 
muſt, in the firſt! place,” aud a- 
bove all e * war upon 
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A LETTER 


his own luſts and vices,” It is in 


vain for any man to uſurp the 


name of Chriſtian, without holi- 


neſs of life, purity of manners, 
and benignity and meekneſs of 
ſpirit. SEE yo od too Hf? 
fog ai a acigilst. 223 10 
1 man. e . ao art con- 
5 Fe ſtrengthen thy brethren,” 


ſaid our Lord to Peter. It would 


indeed be very hard | for one that 


appears careleſs about bis own ſal- 
vation, to perſuade me that be 


were extremely concerned for 


mine: for it is impoſſible that 


thoſe thould ſincerely and heartily 


apply themſelves to make other 
people Chriſtians, who have nat 


concerning ToLERATION, 


really embraced the Chriſtian re- 
ligion in their own hearts. If the 
credited, no man can be a Chri- 


ſtian without charity, and with- 


qut that. faith which works, not 
appeal to the conſciences of thoſe! 
that perſecute, torment, deſtroy, 
and kill other men upon pretence 
of religion, whether they do it 
wards them, or no; and 1 ſhall 
then indeed, and not till then, be- 
liere they do ſo, when 1 ſhall ſee | 
thoſe: fiery zealots correcting, in 
the ame manner, their friends 
and familiar acquaintances, for tile 
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A LETTER 


manifeſt fins)they commit acer 
the precepts of the goſpel; when 


I ſhall ſee them proſecute with 
fire and ſword the members of 


their own communion that are 
tainted with enormous vices, and, 


without amendment, are in dan- 


ger of eternal perdition; and 


when I ſhall ſee them thus expreſs: 
their love. and deſire of the ſalva- 
tion of their ſouls, by the inflicti- 
on of torments, and exerciſe of 
all manner of cles 3 lor if it 


as they Nad, and lege vena 
ſouls, that they deprive them of 
their "_ 5 maim them with 


en 45+ n — 
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concerning 'TOLERATION. Mp 
_ torment them in noiſom priſons 
and in the end even take away 
their lives; I fay, if all this be 
done meerly to make men Chri- 
ſittians, and procure their ſalvation, 
} why then do they ſuffer © whore- Ron. i. 
. dom, fraud, and ſuch like enor- 
| © mities,” (which, according to the 
apoſtle, manifeſtly reliſh- of hea- 
theniſh corruption) to predominate 
ſo. much and abound amongſt 
their flocks and people? theſe; and 
ſuch like things, are certainly more 
contrary to the glory of God, to 
the purity of the church, and to 
the ſalvation of ſouls, than any 
conſcientious diſſent from eccleſi- 


aſtical . or n from 
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-A LETTER. 


public worſhip, whilſt accom- 


panied with innocency of life. 
Why then does this burning zeal 
for God, for the church, and for 
the ſalvation of ſouls, burning, I 


fay, literally, with fire and fag- 
got, paſs by thoſe moral vices and 


wickedneſſes, without any cha- 


ſtiſement, which are acknowleg- 


ed by all men to be diametrically 
oppoſite to the profeſſion of Chri- 

ſtianity, and bend all its nerves ei- 
ther to the introducing of cere- 


monies, or to the eſtabliſhment 


of opinions, which, for the moſt 
part, are about nice and intricate 
matters, that exceed the capacity 
of ordinary underſtandings? which 


concerning ToLERAT 10N, 
of the parties contending about 
theſe things is in the right, which 


of them is guilty of ſchiſm or he- 
reſy, whether thoſe that domi- 


neer, or thoſe that ſuffer, will 


then at laſt be manifeſt, when the 


o. 


be judged of. He certainly that 


follows Chriſt, —— his ded 


trine, and bears his yoke, thong 
he forſake both father and mo- 
ther, ſeparate from the public aſ- 
ſembly and ceremonies of his coun- 
try, or whomſoe ver, or whatſoever 
elfe he relinquithes, will not then 


inen 4 Terra 


N. ow, St the divifions h f 
IS _ 


cauſe of their ſeparation comes to 
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A LETTER 


are amongſt ſets ſhould be allow- 


ed to be never ſo obſtructive of 


the falvation of ſouls; yet, never- 


theleſs, adultery, fornication, 


© uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, ido- 
© latry, and ſuch like things, can- 


not be denied to be works of 
the fleſh 3? concerning which 
the Apoſtle has expreſly declared, | 
that © they who do them ſhall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. | 

Whoſoever therefore is ſincerely 


ſolicitous about the kingdom of 


God, and thinks it his duty to 


_ endeavour the enlargement of it 


amongſt men, ought to apply 


himſelf with no leſs care and in- 
daftry to the rooting out of theſe 


K Roy 


concerning Torr RAT fox. ; 


immonlitics, than to the extir- 


» 


pation of ſects. But if any one 


do otherwiſe, W whilſt he is 


cruel and implacable towards thoſe 


| he be indulgent. to ſuch iniquities 
and immoralities as are unbecom- 


ing the name of a Chriſtian, let 


ſuch a one talk never ſo much of ; 


the church, he plainly dem 


nother Kingdom he aims at, and 
not the adv: 
dom as 


- "dns ha Lie fie : 
to cauſe another man, whoſe fab- 
vation: he heartily: deſires, to ex 


© LY 


— 


antes bn he aftions, that it is a- 


ment ahnen 


- 
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Pire in torments, and that even 
in an unconverted eſtate, would, 


certain doctrines, and conform to 


A LETTER 


J confeſs, ſeem very ſtrange to 


alſo. But no body, ſurely, will 
ever believe that ſuch a carriage 
can ſta from charity, love, 
or good-will. If any one main- 


tain, Ant een engt be be 


pelled by fire and ſword to profeſs 


thisor that exterior worſhip, with- 


out any regard had unto their mo- 


rals; if any one endeavour to con- 
vert thoſe that are erroneous unto. 


5 the faith, by forcing them to pro- 
kts things that they do not be- 


leve, and u them to _= 


concerning Tor ERATION. 
Eliſe things' that the goſpel! Sos 


indeed but facd hn 


firous to have a numerous aflem- 


bly: joined in the ſame profeſſion 


with himſelf: but that he princi- 
pally intends by thoſe means to 


compoſe a truly Chriſtian church, 
is altogether incredible. It is not 


therefore to be wondered at, if 


thoſe who do not really contend 


for the adtancement of the true 
religion, and of the church of 
Chriſt, make uſe of arms that do 
| _— CO to the Chriſtian war» 
fare. If, like the captain of our 


fvation,” they TL deficed 
— * they 


* * 
» 
* 
> 
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to the fubduing of nations, and 
gathering them into his church, 


ther inſtruments of force, but 


|. Prepared with the goſpel of peace, 


tread in the ſteps; and follow the 


not armed with the ſword, or o- 


and with the exemplary holineſs 


of their converſation. This was 
his method. Though if -infidels 
were to be converted by force, if 
thoſe that are either blind or ob- 
ſtinate were to be drawn off from 
their errors by armed ſoldiers; we 
know very well that it was much 


more eaſy for him to do it with 8 


— 


— 
— 


. armies of heavenly En than 


concerning 'ToLERAT ION, 


for any fon of the church, how 
potent ſoever, with all his an- 


3 


— 


eee of thoſe * ai. 


4 from others in matters of reli- 
gion, is ſo agreeable to the goſ- 


pel of Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 


genuine reaſon. of mankind, that 


it ſeems' monſtrous for men to be 


ſo blind as not to perceive the ne- 
ceſſity and advantage of it in ſo 
clear a light. I will not here tax 


the pride and ambition of ſome, 


the paſſion and uncharitabl ritable zeal 


of others, Theſe are faults from 
which human affairs c can —_ 


- 
— 
- 
. 
” 8 
7 * 
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yet ſuch as no body will bear the 
plain imputation of, without co- 


vering them with ſome ſpecious 
colour; and ſo pretend to com- 


mendation, 'whilſt they are carri- 


ed away by their own irregular 
paſſions. But, however, that 


— 


ſome may not colour their ſpirit 
of perſecution and unchriſtian cru. 


elty, with a pretence of care of 


the public weal, and obſervation 
of the laws; and that others, un- 
der pretence of religion, may not 
ſeek impunity for their libertiniſm 
and licentiouſneſs: in a word, 
- that none may impoſe either up- 
on himſelf or others, by preten- 
ces of , and obedience to the 


7 


concerning ToT ERA T ION. 


cerity in the worthip of God; 1 


eſteem it above all things neceſ- 


ſary to diſtinguiſh exactly the bu- 
ſineſs of civil government from 
that of religion, and to ſettle the 
juſt bounds that ly betw¾een the 
one and the other. If this be not 
done, there can be no end put to 
the controverſies that will be al- 
ways ariſing between thoſe that 
have, or at leaſt pretend to have, 
on the one ſide, a concernment 


for the intereſt of mens ſouls, and 
on the other _— a care of the 


| mme 5 Po * 


8 2 9 
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"The common-wealth aaa to a 
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A LETT Re 
me to be a ſociety of men conſti- 


| tuted only for the procuring, pre- 


ſerving, and advancing of their 


own civil * 


| Civil intereſts I call life, liber- - 


ty, health, and indolency of body; 


things, ſuch as money, lands, | 


houſes, furnitare, and the ke. x 


It i is Kr: Finn of the 8 ma- 


| über. by the impartial execu · 


ion of equal laws, to ſecure un- 


| jog the people in general, and 
to every one of his ſubjects in par- 
ticular, the juſt poſſeſſion of theſe 


— 


concerning FoLE&ATION. 


any one preſume to violate the 
laws of public juſtice and equity, 
eſtabliſhed far the preſervation of 
theſe things, bis preſumption is 
to be checked by the fear of pu- 


niſhment, confiſting in the depri- 


vation or diminution of 'thoſe ci- 


enjoy. But ſeeing no man does 
willingly ſuffer himfelf to be pu- 


niſhed by the deprivation of any: | 


part of his goods, and much leſs of 


his liberty or life, therefore is the 


_ magiſtrate armed with the force 
and ſtrength of all his ſubjects, in 
order to the puniſhment of thoſe 


: that violate any arher mars rights. 


C 
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A LETTER + 


Now, that the whole juriſdic- 
tion of the magiſtrate reaches on- 
ly to theſe civil concernments ; 
and that all civil power, right, and 
dominion, is bounded and con- 


fined to the only care of promot- 


ing theſe things, and that it nei- 
ther can nor ought in any manner 
to be extended to the ſalvation of 
ſouls; theſe following conſidera- 
tions ſeem unto me abundantly to 
ne gh OOTY 1 


Firſt, Becauſe the care of ſouls 
is not committed to the civil ma- 
giſtrate any more than to other 


men. It 1 is not committed unto 


concerning TOLERAT rox. 


him, I ſay, by God; becau 

appears not that God has ever giv- 
en any ſuch authority to one man 
over another, as to compel any 
one to his religion. Nor can any 
ſuch power be veſted in the ma- 


— 


uſe it. 


giſtrate by the © conſent of the 


people; becauſe no man can 
fo far abandon the care of his on 
ſalvation, as blindly to leave it to 
the choice of any other, whether 
prince or ſubject, to preſcribe. to 
him what faith or worſhip he ſhall 
embrace: for no man can, if he 
would, conform; his faith to che 
dictates of another; . Al the lie 
and power of true religion con- 
fiſts in the inward and "fol per- 
1 


> 


7 
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32 A LETTER 
** of the mind; and faith is 
not faith without believing. Whats 

ever profeſſion we make, to what- 
ever outward worſhip we con- 
form, if we are not fully ſatisfied 
in our mind that the one is true, 
and the other well-pleaſing unto 
God; ſuch profeſſion and ſuch 
practice, far from being any fur» 
therance, are indeed great ob» 
ſtacles to our ſalvation. Por ih 
this manner, inſtead of expiat- 
Ing other fins by the exerciſe of 
religion; I fay, in offering thus 
unte God almighty ſuch à wor- 
ſhip as we eſteem to be diſpleaf- 
ſing unto him, we add unto the 
number of out other ſins thoſe al- 


concerning ToLERAT10N. 


ft of hypocriſy, and en 5 
his divine * 11 


In the ſecond gan The care 
] of ſouls cannot belong to the civil 
magiſtrate, becauſe his power con- 
ſiſts only in-outward force: but 
true and ſaving religion conſiſts in 
the inward perſuaſion of the mind, 


without which nothing can be 


acceptable to God. And ſuch is 
the nature of the underſtanding, 
that it cannot be compelled to 
the belief of any thing by out- 


ward force. Confiſcation of e- 


ſtate, imprifonment, torments; 


nothing of that nature can have 
any ſuch efficacy, as to make men 


C3 
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Ehange the inward judgment that 
they have framed of things, 


A LETTER 


It may indeed be alleged, that 
the magiſtrate may make uſe of 


arguments, and thereby draw the 


heterodox into the way of truth, 


and procure their ſal vation. I 
grant it: but this is common to 


him with other men. In teach 
ing, inſtructing and redreſſing the 
erroneous by reaſon, he may cer- 
tainly do what becomes any good 
man to do, Magiſtracy does not 
oblige him to put off either hu- 
manity or Chriſtianity. But it 3s 
one bing to perſuade, anothe 
to commanc ; ns thing te pre 


concething ToLzRATION. W -- 


with arguments, another with 
penalties. This the civil power 
alone has a right to do: to the o- 
ther good- will is authority enough. 
Every man has commiſſion to ad- 


monith, exhort, convince another 


of error; and by reaſoning to draw 


him into truth: but to give laws, 


with the ſword, belongs to nont 


but the magiſtrate. And upon 
this ground I affirm, that the ma- 


giſtrate's power extends not to the | 


eſtabliſhing ofany articlesof faith, 
of his laws. For laws are of no 
force at all without penalties, and 
penalties in this caſe are abſolute- 


— 
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ly impertinent, becauſe they are 
not proper to convince the mind. 
ticles of faith, nor the conformi- 
ty to any outward form of wor- 
ſhip (as has already been ſaid) 
be available to the ſalvation of 
ſouls, unleſs the truth of the one, 
and the acceptableneſs of the other 
unto God, be thorowly believed 
by thoſe that ſo profeſs and prac- 
tiſe. But penalties are no ways 
eee eee e e 
It is only light and evidence that 
can | work a change in mens opi- 
nions; and that light can in no 
manner proceed from corporal 


3 
* 
#4, 


ö 


| concealh g TOLERAT fox. 


ſufferings, of eds other ene 
"_ _ y ; 


. 2 
” + 
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Aube third B willy care of 
the ſalvation of mens ſouls cannot 
belong to the magiſtrate; becauſe, 


yo would not that Help at all to 


the ſalvation of their fouls. For 


there being but one truth, one 
way to heaven, what Hopes is 
there that more men would be led 
into it, if they had no other rule 
to ſollowy but the feligiun ef the 
coutt, and were put under à ne- 


ceflity to quit the light of thelr | 


though the rigour of laws; and the 
force of penalties were capable to 
convince and change mens mind, 


” 
ff 2 
— 


the princes of the world are as 
much divided as in their ſecular 
Intereſts, the narrow-way would 
be much ſtraitened. One coun» 


A LETTER 


-own. reaſon; to oppoſe the dictates 
of their own conſcienees, and 
blindly to reſign up themſelves to 


the will of their governors, and 
to the religion which either igno- 


rance, ambition, or ſuperſtition 


had chanced to eſtabliſh in the 


countries where they were born? 
In the variety and contradiction 
of opinions in religion, wherein 


try alone would be in the right, 
and all the teſt of the world would 
be nen an — of fol- 


concerning 'T0LERATION, 


that lead to deſtruction. And that 
which heightens the abſurdity, 
and very ill ſuits the notion of a 
Deity, men would owe their e- 
ternal happineſs or iniſery to to FRE: 
en of mai Weg * 
616 100 F 
\ Theſs eonvrlerildeje; to omit. 
many others that might have been 
urged to the ſame purpoſe, ſeem 
unto me ſufficient to conclude. 
that all the power of civil govern- - 
ment relates only to mens civil in- 
tereſts; is confined to the care of 
the things of this world, and hath 
nothing to do with the world to 
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A neee E R 


Let us now 


CHURCH, is. A hires: then 1 
take to be. A voluntary ſociety 


_ © of men, joining themſelves to- 


« gether of their own accord, in 
order to the public worſhipping 
of God in ſuch a manner as they 
| * judge acceptable to him, and 
effectual to the en of ther 


e, 


i ay, it is a a fee and 1 
ry ſociety. No- body is born a 
member of any church, otherwiſe 


the religion of pare 


ts would de- 


ſcend unto children by the ſame 


right of inheritance as their tem- 


Py = 


concerning 'ToLERA'T ION, 
poral eſtates, and every one would 
hold his faith by the ſame tenure 
he does his lands; than which no- 


thing: can' be imagined. more ab. 
ſurd. Thus therefore that mat- 


ter ſtands. No man by nature is 
bound unto any particular charch 
or ſe,” but every one joins him 
ſelf voluntarily to that ſociety ini 
which he believes he has found 
that profeſſion and worſhiꝑ vie 
is truly acceptable unto God. The 


hopes of ſalvation; as it Was The 
only cauſe of his entrance into that. 


communion; ſo it can be tlie f- 

ly reaſon of his ſtay there 3 fer f 

afterwards he diſcover any thing. 

either erroneous in the dectrine, 
D 
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or incongruous in the worſhip 
of that ſociety. to which he has 
joined himſelf; why ſhould it 
not be as free for him to go out, 
as it was to enter? No member 
of a religious ſociety can be tied 
with any other bonds but what 
proceed from the certain expecta- 
tion of eternal life. A church 
then is a ſociety of members vo- 
_— wing to His 8. 


It. Els now: ks a we con- 
Ger what is the power of this 
church, and unto what laws it * 
. | 


| F 8 as no o ſociety, bow 


concerning ToLERATION. 


free ſo ever, or upon whatſoever 
ſlight occaſion | inſtituted ;-(whes 
ther of philoſophers for-learning; 
of merchants for commeree;'or of 
men of leifure for mutual conver- 
ſation and diſcourſe,) no 'charch 
or company, I ſay, can in the 
leaſt ſubſiſt and hold together, but 
Will preſently diflolye and break to 
pieces, unleſs it be regulated by 
ſome laws, and the meinbers all 
conſent to obſerve ſome order: 
place and time of meeting muſt 

be agreed on; rules for admitting 
and encludigg members muſt be 
eſtabliſhed; diſtinction of officers; 
and putting things into regulat 
courſe, and ſuch like, cannot be 
D 2 
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omitted. But ſince the joining 
together of ſeveral members into 
this chutch-fociety, as has alrea- 
dy been demonſtrated, is abſo- 
lutely free and ſpontaneous, it ne- 
ceflarily follows, that the right of 


making its laws can belong to 


none but the fociety itſelf, or at 
leaſt (which is the ſame thing) to 


thoſe whom the ſociety by com- 
mon conſent has ea iber. 


| 
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8 ieee that 

no ſuch ſoeiety can. be faid 
mr true church, unleſs it 
have in it a biſhop, or preſbyter, 


: with ruling * derived from 
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the very apoſtles, and ntinue 
dovyn unto; the preſent. times by 
an eee W n 16055 
n 
To theſe 1 pros Fa belt 
795 Let them ſheu me the e- 
dict by which Chriſt has impoſed 


that law upon his church. And 
let not any man think me imper- 
tinent, if in a thing of this conſe- 
quence, ILrequire that the terms 
of that edict be very expreſs and 


poſitive; for the promiſe he has 


made us, that * whereſoever two 


or three are gathered together in 


© his name, he will be in the midſt 


of them, ſeems to imply the 


if contrary. Whether ſuch an aſ- 
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e always been the diviſions a- 
mongſt even thoſe. who lay fo 
much ſtreſs upon the divine inſti- 
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ſembly want any thing neceflary 
to a true church, pray do you 


conſider. Certain I am, that no- 
thing can be there wanting unto 


the ſalvation of ſouls 451 which 1 is 
ſufficient Nn e 55510 


Bs ; 
Dion 254] TW 76 75 N 
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tution, and continued fucceſſion 
of a certain order of rulers in the 
church. Now their very diflen- 


tion unavoidably puts us upon a 


neceſſity of deliberating, and con- 
ſeijuently allowsa liberty of chooſ- 


— 


Fe + 


concerning ToLERATION. 


ing that which 8 9520 conſiderati- 
| e THe ci 358 

"Adin the Hat place, ** 
that theſe men have a ruler of 


their church, eſtabliſhed by ſuch 


a long ſeries of ſucceſſion as they 


judge neceſſary, provided I may 


have liberty at the ſame time to 
join myſelf to that ſociety, in 
which I am perſuaded thoſachings 
are to be found which are neceſ- 
ſary to the falvation of my ſoul. 
In this manner eccleſiaſtical liber- 
ty will be preſerved on all ſides, 
and no man will ha ve a legiſſator 
impoſed upon him . N 8 
—— has choſen. 
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But ſince men are fo ſolicitous 
about the true church, I would 
only aſk them here by the way, 
if it be not more agreeable to the 
church of Chriſt, to make the 
conditions of her communion con- 
Fiſt in ſuch things, and ſuch things 
only, as the holy Spirit has, in 
the holy ſcriptures, declared in ex- 
preſs words to be neceſſary to fal- 
vation? I aſk, I ſay, whether 
this be not more agreeable to the 
church of Chriſt, than for men to 
impoſe their own inventions and 
interpretations upon others, as if 
they were of divine authority, and 
to eſtabliſh, by eccleſiaſtical laws, 


concerning Tol ER AT rox. 


as abſolutely neceſſary to the pro- 
feſſion of Chi iſtiani ty, ſuch things 
as the holy ſcripturesdo either not 
mention, or, at leaſt, not expteſ- 
ly command? W hoſoever requires 
thoſe things in or der to eccleſi 
aſtical communion, which Chriſt 
does not requir Cc in order to life 


eternal, he may perhaps indeed 


conſtitute a ſociety accommodat- 
ed to his Own opinion, and his 


own, advantage; but how that 


can be called the church of Chriſt, 
which is. eſtabliſhed: upon laws 
that-are not his, and which ex- 
cludes ſuch perfons from its come 
into the kingdom of heaven, I un- 


1 


and ſword, to embrace her faith | 
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derſtand not. 'But this being not 
4/proper place to enquire into the 
marks of the true church, I will 
only mind thoſe that contend fo 
earneſtly for the decrees of their 
own ſociety, and that ery out 


_ contin ually, © the church, the 


church, with as much noiſe, 
and perhaps upon the ſame prin- 
ciple, as the Epheſian ſilverſmiths 
did with their Diana: this, I ſay, 


I deſire to mind them of, that the 


goſpel frequently declares, that 


the true diſciples of Chriſt muſt 


ſuffer perſecution : but that the 
church of Chriſt ſhould perſecute 
others, and force others by fire 


concerning Tol xx Ax ix. 
and doctrine, I could never yet 


find in any eee abs 


new teſtament. 


1's 
- * * 


* * 
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ciety 


The end of a alga '{ 


(as has already been ſaid) is the 


public worſhip of God, and by 
means thereof the acquiſition 
of eternal life. All diſcipline 


ought therefore to tend to that | 


end, and all eccleſiaſtical laws to 


be thereunto confined. Nothing 


ought nor can be tranſacted in this 
ſociety, relating to the poſſeſſion 
of civil and worldly goods. No 
force is here to be made uſe of, 
upon any occaſion whatſoever; 


for force belongs v 
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civil magiſtrate, /and the poſſeſſi- 
on of all outward WR is RN 
to his jurisdiction. eke e 


But it may be aſked, by What 
means then ſhall eceleſiaſtical laws 


be eftabliſhed, if they muſt be 


thus deſtitute of all compulſive 
power? I anſwer, they muſt be 
eſtabliſhed by means ſuitable to 
the nature of ſuch things, where- 
of the external profeſſion and ob- 
ſervation, if not proceeding from 
a thorow conviction and approba- 
tion of the mind, is altogether 
uſeleſs and unprofitable.” The arms 
by which the members of this ſo- 
_ are "_ kept within their 


concetning/T6L#nATtoN. 


duty, are exhortations, admoni- © 


tions; and advices. If by tkeſe 
, 
reclaimed, and the r date: ous een. 
ther to he done hut that ſuck 


ſtubborn and obſtinate perſons, 


Sho give no ground to hope for 


theit eue ſhould be caſt 


ted from the ſocie- 


2. Thi the. laſb andi utmoſi 
force of eccleſiaſtical! authority. 
No other puniſhment can there- 


Er be inflicted than that the re- 
lation ceaſing between the body 


. — vhichi is cut off 


the perſon ſo condemned /c n , _ 
ae part-of that, church 
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| Theſe things being thus deter- 
mined, let us enquire, in the next 


place, how far the duty of tole- 
ration extends, and what is re- 
n 58 my one by i it. _ 


7 1 
n 
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ofa firſt, 1 hold, That 1 no 
Sure 1 is bound, by the duty of 
toleration, to retain any ſuch per- 


ſon in her boſom, as, after admo- 


nition, continues obſtinately to 
offend againſt the laws of the ſo- 
ciety: for theſe being the condi- 
tion of communion, and the bond 
of the ſociety; if the breach of 
them were permitted without any 
animadverſion, the ſociety would 


concerning Toit am ON, 


immediately be thereby ailtotves: 
But nevertheleſs; in all ſuch caſes, 
care is to be taken that the ſens 
tence of excommunication, and 


the execution thereof; carry with 


it no rough uſage'of word or acti- 
on, whereby- the ejected perſon 
may any wiſe be damniſied in bo- 


often been ſaid) belongs only to the 


magiſtrate; nor ought any private 


to uſe force, 
againſt 


perſons, at any tin 
unleſs it be in cell. defines 
njuſt violence. Excommunicss 


| tion ae deprive 
icated perſon of 


aa iet leit Fett corte 
formerly 
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_ 


dy or eſtate. For all force (as has 
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things belong to the civil govern- 
ment, and are under the magi- 


A — The whole 


only in this. that the reſolution 
w declared, des was 
between the body and ſome mem- 
es thereby to be diſſolvedʒ 
and that relation ceaſing, the pars 
ticipation of ſome certain things. 
which the. ſociety communicated 
to its members, and unto which no 
man has any civil right, comes alſo 


to ceaſe: for there is nocivil injut 


done a n. Xcc mmunice 


gf ee wine, 


« 


conceming T6EzRaT 


in the celchration of the Lord's 
ſupper, which was not bought 
with his, but e mens mbönex. 


N act! ei: bas 202 ib nls 


een No private perſom 
has any right, in. any m nne „ 0 
prejudice another perſon in! is 
civil enjoyments;: becauſe. he is of 
nother church or religion: All 
| thinirights and: franchiſes/that be- 


long to. him as a man, or as a de- 


niſon, are inviolably to be pre- 
ſerved to him. Theſe are not the 
buſineſs of religion. No violence 
nor injury is to be offered him, 


whether he be Chriſtian ar Pagia.: 
Nay, we muſt not content our- 


him in the at 
cCauſe thou ſuppoſeſt he will be 


of bare eee were bn 
1. This the goſpel anjoinr; :this 


reaſon directs; and this that na- | 


tural”: fellowſhip we are horn in- 
to requires of us. If any man err 


from the right way, it is his own 


nor therefore: art thou to puniſii 
ags of this life; be- 


miſerable in that which is to 
come 51h aa mitt ol DIVES. 


* 
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; bar SG conicernigthinns: 
tual toleration of private ivate perſons: 


differing. from one another in re- 


— kat cart] 
: ö 


cular: churches, which ſtand as it 
were in the fanc relation to each 
other as private perſons among 
them any manner of juriſdictiom 
over any other, no not every w 
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times happens) comes to bo of 
this or the other communiom 

For the civil government can gie 
_ nv new right to the church, nor 
the church to the civil govern» 
ment: ſb that whether the ma. 
giſtratejoinhindelf to any church, 


or ſeparate from it, the church | 


remains always as it was before, 
a free and eee I 
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fword by the magiſtrate's coming 
to it, nor does it loſe the right 
of inſtruction and excommunica- 
tion by his going from it. This is 
the fundamental and immutable 
right of a ſpontaneous ſociety, 
that it has power to remove any 
of its members who-tranſgreſs the 
rules of its inſtitution; but it 
cannot, by the acceſſion of any 
new members, acquire any right 
of juriſdiction over thoſe that are 
not joined with it. And there 
fore peace, equity, and friendſhip, | 
are always mutually to be obſery-- 
ed by particular churches, in the 
fame manner as by private per- 
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That ie Ang may te made 
yetclwe eee erer. : 
Arminians, the other eee | 
niſts, reſiding in the city of _ 
ſtantinople: Will mm i 
cither of theſe chutches-las right 
to dan the n n 0 the os. 
(as Wade practiſed — : 
cauſe of their differing from-it — 

doctrines or cerem 3 
3 Turks in the mean 
while Glently.fland by, and -laogh | 
ta ſee with what — | 
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Chriſtians thus.rage againſt Chri- 
ſtians? But if oneof theſe churches 
| hath this power of treating the 
other ill, I aſk which of them it 
is to whom that power belongs, 
and by what right? It will be 
anſwered undoubtedy, that it is 
| the orthodox church which has 
the right of authority over the er 
roneous and heretical. This is; 
in great and ſpecious words, to 
ſay juſt nothing at all: for every 
church is orthodox to itſelf; to 


| others, erroneous or heretical. 


Whatſoever any church believes; 
. it believes to be nd and the 
contrary thereunto it ' pronounces 

ta be error: fo that the contro- | 


concerning Tol. ER AT Io b. 


verſy between theſe churches a- 
bout the truth of their doctrines, 


and the purity of their worſhip, 
is on both ſides equal; nor is 


there any judge, either at Con- | 
ſtantinople, or elſew here upon the 


earth, by whoſe ſentence it can 


be determined. The deciſion of 
er eee — _ to the 


* allo — belongs che pu- 
niſhment of the erroneous. In 


the mean while, let thoſe men 
conſider how) hainouſly they fin, 


who, adding injuſtice, if not to 


pride, do raſhly and arrogantly 


take upon them to miſuſe the 


their error, yet —— to their 
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nifeſt which of:theſeitwo diſſent · 
ing; churches were in the tight: 
way, there would not acerue 


ae 8 the nen 1 


3 dern any: jurif- 
diction in. worldiy matters. nor are 
fire and ſword. any proper inſtru- 
ments whereyyith to convince 
mens minds of error, and inform 


them of the: truth! - Letius fups 
poſe, nevertheleſs, that: the civil 


magiſtrate: inglined-'to: fauour one 


E ** and to put his ſword 


ſervants: of another maſter; whO ; 


| 
? 


concerning Ton ER ATION. 
into their hands, that (by his con- 


ſent), they might chaſtiſe the dif; 


| ſenters as they pleaſed ; willi any 
man fay, that any right can be 
derived unto a Chriſtian church 


over its brethren, from a Turkiſh 


emperor? An infidel, who, has 


for che articles of, their faith, can- 
an 3 of Qhriſtiang, nor give 


unte them e right which he has 
ppt himſelf. This would be th 


_ Gale at Conſtantinople; and t 


any Chriſtian kingdom. The ci- 


* 


no authority to puniſh, Chriſtians 


ſuch an authority upon 


reaſan of the thing is the me in 


vil power is the ſame, in every 
place nor Can that P NWeë, 1 
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the hands of a Chriſtian prince, 


confer any greater authority up- 
on the church, than in the hands 


of a heathen; Which 1s to y. 
juſt none at all, 


— it is Vor t. to 
be obſerved, and lamented, that 
the midſt violent of cheſe dcken- 
ders of the truth, the oppoſers of 


errors, the exclaimers againſt 


ſchiſm, do hardly ever let looſe 


this their zeal for God, with 
which they are ſo warmed and 


| inflamed, unleſs where they have 


the civil magiſtrate” on their ſide: 
but fo ſoon as ever court-fayour 
has given them the better end of 


concerning TOLER ATION. 


the ſtaff, and they begin to feel 
themſelves the ſtronger, then pre- 
ſently peace and charity are to be 


laid aſide; other wiſe, they are re- 


they have not the power to carry 


on perſecution, and to become 


maſters, there they deſire to live 
upon fair terms, and preach up 
toleration. When they are not 
annthened with the civil pow- 

er, then they can bear moſt pa- 


1 and unmovedly the con- 

tagion of idolatry, ſuperſtition, 

and ; hereſy in their. neighbour- 

hoods of which, in other occa- 

ſions, the inteteſt of religion 

makes them to be extremely ap- 
2 


1 
4 


68 


ne ſingle perſons, nor charch- 
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prehenſive. They do not for- 


wardly attack thoſe errors which 
are in faſhion at court, or are 


 countenaticed by the government. 


their arguments; which yet (with 
their leave) is the only right me- 
thod of propagating truth; which 
has no ſuch way of prevailing, 
as when ſtrong arguments and 
good reaſon are joined with the 
fofineſs of _ and Enn 


3 4111 "#3 e if! +. 2 YT T5 3th 


No body ebe in fine, 


ES, nay, nor even commonwealthe,' 
have any juſt title to invade the 


civil rights and worldly goods of 


concerning ToLERA TION. 
each other upon pretence of reli- 


gion, - Thoſe that are of another 


opinion, would do well to con- 


ſider with themſelves how perni- 


cicus a Lied of diſcord dbb Wurz 


how powerful a provocation to 
endleſs hatreds, rapides and ſhugh- 
tets, they thereby farniſh/unto 
mankind, No peace and ſecuri- 


ty, no not ſo much as common 


friendſhip, can ever be eſtabliſſi- 
ed or preſerved amongſt men, 'v 


long as this opinion preva 8. 
8 That dominion is founded Min 


_=_— an 1 3 is to be 


-£9 Se nam dat 1 33 11602012 4 


An che third place, let us Woe: 
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the original of the power or dig- 
nity of the clergy. This only I 
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what the duty of toleration re- 
quires from thoſe who are diſtin- 


guiſhed from the reſt of mankind 
(from the Laity, as they pleaſe to 
call us) by ſome eceleſiaſtical cha- 


racter and office ; whether they 


be biſhops, prieſts, preſbyters, 


miniſters, or however elſe digni- 


fied or diſtinguiſhed. It is not 
my buſineſs to enquire here into 


ſay, that whence. ſoever their au- 
thority be ſprung; ſinee it is ec- 


cleſiaſtical, it ought to be .confin- 


edwithinthe boundsofthe church, 


nor can it in any manner be ex- 


concerning Tol RR ATION. 
che church itſelf is a ching abſo- 


the common- wealth: the baun 
daries on both ſides are fixed and 
immoveable. He jumbles hea- 
ven and earth together, the things 
moſt remote and oppoſite, who 


mixes: theſe ſocieties, which are 


and in every thing, perfectly di- 
ſtinct, and infinitely different from 


—— that im ** his 
92 n * © of liber- 


ty, or 


lutely ſeparate and diſtinct om 
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the apoſtles, and takes upon him 
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difference which is between them 

in religion: for whatever is not 
lawful to the whole church, can- 
not, by any eccleſiaſtical right, be- 
come lawful to any of its mem- 
FR ann DIETS 


n e {i1 


But mis! is not Call: it is not e- 
nough that eccleſiaſtical men ab- 
ſtain from violence and rapine, and 
all manner of perſecution. He 
that pretends to be a ſueceſſor of 


alſo to admoniſh his hearers of the 


duties of peace and good-will to- 


wards all men, as well towards 
the erroneous as the orthoc OX } 


concerning TorLtRATION, 


them in faith and worſhip, as well 
as towards thoſe that agree with 
duſtriouſly to exhort all men, he- 

ther private perſons or magiſtrates; 
if any ſuch there be in his church) 
to charity, meekneſs, and tolera-! 


allay and temper all that heat and 


unteaſonable averſeneſs of. mind, 
which either any man's ſiery zeal 
for his-own ſe&; or the craft of 
others, has kindled againſt dic 
ſenters. I will not undertake to 
church and ſtate, if che polpis 
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every where ſounded with this 
doctrine of peace and toleration, 
leſt I ſhould ſeem to reflect too 
ſeverely; upon thoſe. men whoſe: 
dignity Ideſire not todetract from, 
nor would have it diminiſhed ei- 
ther by others or themſelves: but 
this I fay, that thus it ought to be. 


And if any one that profeſſes him- 
elf to be a miniſter of the word 


of God, a preacher of the goſpel 
ther underſtands not, or neglects: 


ſhall one day give account there- 
of unto the Prince of peace. If 
Chriſtians are to be admoniſhed 

that they abſtain from all manner 


of peace, teach otherwiſe, he ei- 


the buſineſs of his calling, and 


' 
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of revenge, even after repeated 
provocations and multiplied inju- 
ries, how much more ought they 
who ſuffer nothing, Who have 
had no harm done them, | forbear 


violence, and abſtain from all 


manner of ill uſage towards thoſe 
none? This caution and temper 
they ought certainly to uſe to- 


wards thoſe who mind only their 


on buſineſs, and are ſolicitous 


worſhipGod in that manner which 
they are perſuaded ate acoeptable 
the ſtrongeſt hopes of eternal ſal- 


nothing but that (whateyer 
men think of them) they may 


ich they have | 
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vation. In private domeſtic af · 
fairs, in the management of er 
ſtates, in the conſervation of bo- 
dily health, every man may cdn- 


fider what ſuits his on conveni- 


ency, and follow what courſe he 
likes beſt. No man complains: af 


the ill management af his neigh- 


bour's affairs. Nomanisangry with 
another for an error commit ted in 


ſowing his land, or in marrying 


his daughter. No body cdrrecs 


a ſpend-thrift ' for conſuming his 
ſubſtance ini tauerns. Let any 


man pull down, or bnild, or 


pleaſes, nobody murmurs;' hos 
body controls bm; he luis His 


concerning Ter ENA 1 fo. 


liberty: but if any man do not 
ſtequent the church, if he do not 
there conform his behaviour er. 
actly to the accuſtomed ceremo- 
nies; if hie brings not his children 
to be initiated in the facred 11. 
ſteries of this on the other congre⸗ : 
gation; this immediately caſes 
an uproar; and the / neighbour- | 
hood is filled with noiſe and cla- 
mour; every one is ready to be 
the aven enger of fo great 4 crime; 4 
and the zealots hardly have pati- 
ence to refrain front violence hap 
rapine'fo long till the cauſe be 
heard, and the poor than be, 45 7 
cottling” to form!" condered to 
the toſs of liberty; oed, or Is. 
G 
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Oh that our eccleſiaſtical orators, | 
of every ſect, would apply them- 
ſelves with all the ſtrength of ar- 
| guments that they are able, to 
- - »Si-Q- the confounding of mens errors! 
but let them ſpare their perſons. 
Let them not ſupply their want 
of reaſons with the inſtruments of 
force, wh ich belong to another 
- juriſdiction, and do ill become a 
churchman's hands. Let them 
not call in the magiſtrate's autho-, 

rity to the aid of their eloquence 

or learning, leſt, perhaps, while. 

they pretend only love for the. 
truth, this their intemperate zeal, | 

breathing nothing but fire and, 


ſword, betray. Ld Ae and, 


concerning ToLERAT10N. 


ſhew that what they deſire is tem- 
2 dominion: for it will be 

ery difficult to perſuade men of 
ſenſe, that he who, with dry eyes, ; 
of mind, can de- 
liver his brother unto the execu- : 


and ſatisfaction 


tioner to be butht alive, does ſin- 


cerely and heartily concern him- 
ſelf to ſave that brother from the 


flames of hell in Ago world to 


come. EPR: 14 9IC0] C2146 Slag 
mtl 108 Ade perro -g aun NA 

In the laſt place, tet us cbhff⸗- 
als what is the magiſtrateꝰs duty 


in the buſineſs of toleration, which | 


certaiily is e conliderable.” TE 
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the care of ſouls does not belong 
ta the magiſtrate. Not a magiſte- 
rial care, I mean, (if I may ſo. & 
it) Which conſiſts in preſcribing 
by laws, and compelling by pu- 
niſhments; but a charitable care, 
which conſiſts in teaching, ad- 
moniſhing, and perſuading, gan- 0995 
not be denied unto any man. The 
care therefore of every man's ſoul 
belongs unto himſelf, and is to 
be left unto himſelf. But what 
if he neglect the care of his ſoul? 
J anſwer, what if he neglect the 
care of his health, or of his eſtate; 
which things are nearlier related 


to the government of the magi-' 


ſtrate than the other ? Will the 
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magiſtrate provide, by an expreis 


law, that ſuch a one ſhall not be- 
come poor, or ſick? Lats pro- 
vide, as much as is poſſible, that 
the goods and health of ſubjects 
be not injured by the . _ 
violence of others; they do n 


guard them from the negligence 
or ill huſbandry of the poſſeſſors 


hemſelves. No man can be fore 
to be rich or healthful whethe 
5 ſelf will.n dot dave lire hend ads 
wills. Let us ſuppoſe, however, 


that ſome prince were deſirous to 


force his ſubjects to accumulate 


riches, 'or ito — health 
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it be provided by law, that they 


muſt conſult none but Roman 
phyſicians ? and ſhall every one 


their preſcriptions? What, ſhall 


no potion, no broth be taken, but 


what is prepared either in the Va- 
tiean, ſuppoſe, or in a Geneva 
ſhop? Or, to make theſe ſub- 


ed by law to become merchants 
or muſicians? Ot, ſhall every 


one turn victualler, or ſmith, be- 


| cauſe ther are ſome that ma in- 


tain. their families plentifally, and 


grow: rich in thoſe profeſſions ? 


: 
2 4 * a NY 
jr - n 4 N , 
thouſand ways to wealth, but 
. L % ; 2 
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only one way to heaven. It is 
well ſaid indeed, eſpecially by 
thoſe that plead for compelling 
men into this or the other way; 


for if there were ſeveral ways that 


fo much as a pretence left for 
compulſion. But now, if I be 


marching on, with my utmoſt vi- 


gour, in that way which, ac- 
zarding to the ſacred geogre- 
phy, leads ſtreight to 


. I have — - fad 
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Why Ae 1 ill uſed, by 


right faſhion ; becauſe. Pear fleſh 
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upon the road, or ſome other food 
which agrees with my ſtomach; 


becauſe I avoid certain by-ways, 


to briars or precipices; becauſe, 


amongſt the ſeveral paths that are 


in the ſame road, I chuſe that to 
walk in which ſeems to be the 


ſtreighteſt and cleaneſt ; becauſe T 


avoid to keep company with ſome 
travellers that are leſs grave, and 


othersthat are more ſowr than they 


ought to be; or, in fine, becauſe 
I follow a guide that either is, or 
is not clothed in white, and crown- 
ed with a mitre? Certainly, if we 
conſider right, we ſhall find that, 


for the moſt part, they are ſueh 


FY 
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frivolous. things as UL E 
(without any vie religi- 
on, or the faly on of ſouls, af 
not \f nied with ſuperſtiti- 
| on or hypocriſy) might either be 
5 obſeryed or omitted: I ſay. they 
Are ſuch like things as: theſe, 
Which breed mee entities 
ot Inte ſubRantial 
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Bat let us Ae unto theſe zea- 
lot, who condemn all things that 
are not of their, mode, that from 
;theſs Krume mars different 


by 
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poſe) there is one only remedy , 


from thence ? There is only one 


of theſe which is the true way to 


eternal happineſs. But in this 


great variety of ways that mei 


follow, it is ſtill doubted which 
is this right one. Now, neither 
the care of the common- wealth, 


nor the right of enacting laws, 
does diſcover this way that leads 
to heaven more certainly to the 


magiſtrate, than every private 
man's ſearch and ſtudy diſcovers 


it unto himſelf. 1 have a weak - 
body. ſunk under a languiſh- 


ing diſeaſe, for which (I fup- 


but that unknown; does it 
therefore belong unto the magi- 
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ſtrate to preſcribe me a remedy, 


becauſe there is but one, and be- 
cauſe it is unknown? | Becauſe, 


there is but one way for me to 
eſcape death; will it therefore be 


ſafe for me to do what ſoever the 
magiſtrate ordains? Thoſe things 


that every man ought ſincerely to 


- enquire into himſelf, and by me- 


ditation, ſtudy, ſearch, and his 


own endeavou rs, attain the knows; 
lege of, cannot be looked upon as 


the peculiar poſſeſſion of any one 


ſort of men. Princes indeed are born 


ſuperior unto other men in power, 
but 1 in nature equal. Neither the 
at, nor the art of ruling, does 
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certain m knowkege of other things, 
and leaſt of all of the true Teligi- 


on: for, if it were ſo, how could 


it come to! paſs that the lords of 
the earth ſhould differ fo MITE 
as they do in religious matters? 


But let us grant that ĩt is probable | 


the way to eternal life may be 
better known by a prince than' by 
his ſubjects; or at leaſt, that, in 


diftates.* You will ay, what 


eben ? If he ſhould bid you fol- 


handiſe för your livelic- 
hood, would yoir decline chat 


" roncerolng Tozznarion: 89 
ceed ? Lanſwat, I would: tur 
merelunt pen the prigec's cm. 
mand, becauſe, in caſe I ſhould 
have ill ſucceſs in trade, he is a- 


bundantiy able te make vp ny 
lots arte ae 2 
Genf noi ibi 2 
he can ſet m up again when une 
1 But chis cute rel ale 

8 i aer Links 6 one 3 j 

Waasen 1 I 
to repair my loſo. to eais m t ,, tm 
ferings ot 49: reſtore me in ε 
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— ſome will ſay, that 
they do not ſuppole this infallible 
judgment, that all men are bound 
to follo in the affairs of religi- 
on, to be in the civil "magiſtrate, 
but in the church. What the 
3 has determined, that the 
magiſtrate orders to be ob- 
n ptr provides by his 
authority, that no body ſhall ei- 
ther actor believe in the buſineſs of 
religion other wiſe than the church 
teaches: ſo that the jadgaent 
ef thoſe things is in the church. 
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1 aner, who ſees pot how fle- 
quently the name of the-Gaurghs , 
which, was ſo venerable; 
time of the apoſtles, has been 
made uſe of to throw, duſt in 
== (peoples eyes r 
— 5 "oh 50 * 1 d: ONE: 
only narrow way mich Jets 
to heaven, ĩs not better:1; 
to the magiſtrate: — 


perſons ; and therefore I ;cannot) | 
_ Gafcly take him for mꝶ guide, 9. 


may probably be as| ignorant of 
the ne 
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conceriling Tol x Ar 168. 
to this or dhe other <hureh,” dia 


in che WTes What 
is there whether he lead me him- 
ſelf, ——— 
by others ? I depend both ways 
upon a willy und it i dub 6+ 
s both ways of my eter⸗- 
vel Rate Would" ap TREAIKE, 
— had-worthipped*Bal" ps * 
command of Bis king,” Have 
deen m any; better o ondition; Des 
the king orders ii 0 Hs 
gion —ů— nor com. 
manded any thing to be doe by 


| 
9 4 
% 


tal þ ac Pp 
can e ee kenne 


eee ſafer for, me c 
| 5 | thaſe churches upon the 
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fl of prieſts, and declared to be 
of divine right by the doctors of 


their church? If the geligion of 


any church become therefore, true 
and ſaving, becauſe the heads of 
that ſect, the prelates and prieſts, 
and thoſe of that tribe, do all of 


them. with. all their might, ex- 
Praiſe; it; hat. religion 


N il 82 or —— Will it 


to the one or the o- 


ce 


be commands nothing in re higidri 
bot by the-authatity and-counſel 
al the doors.of that chucchꝰ 

> ow} jut wed; Hic 
But, to 
muſt 


# 
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reigns of Henry viii. Edward vi. 
Mary, and Eliſabeth, how eaſily 
their decrees, their articles of 
faith, their form of worſhip, eve- 
ry thing, according to the incli- 
nation of thoſe kings and queens: | 
yet were thoſe kings and queens 
of ſuch different minds, in point 
of religion, and enjoined there- 
| no; man in his -wats:'(I: had al. 
moſt ſaid; none but an atheiſt) 
will preſume to ſay that any ſin- 
cere and uptight worſhipper 

God could, with a ſafe con- 
ſcience, obey their ſeveral decrees; 
To conclude, it is the ſame thing 


concerning Totsk Af Tor. 
whether a king that preſeribes 
pretend to do it by his d jadg 
differences and diſputes are ffs 
ficiently known, cinnot be any! 


ſounder or ſaſer tum his; non 


can all their ſuffrages Joined 
together add any ' new 'ftrengely 
unto the civil power; "Thought 
this alſd muſt be taken notice of; 


gard to 4 ſuffrages f eccleñ-· 
aſticy,. that are not furt aß 
their own faith and -way of dr. 
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bring me to the manſions of the 
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po hs all, ts 
Bar ae and which abſo- 
lately: determines this controver- 
ſy, is this; although the magi- 
ſtrate's opinion in religion be 
ſound, and the way that he ap- 


points be truly evangelical, yet if 
I be not thoroughly perſuaded 
thereof i in my own mind, there 
1 will be no ſafety for me in follow-. 


ing it. No way whatſoeyer that 
I ſhall walk in, againſt the dic- 
tates of my conſcience, will ever 


bleſſed. I may grew rich hah. 
art that I take no delight in; 1 
may be cured of ſome diſeaſe hy N 
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remedies that I have not faith in; 
but I cannot be ſaved by a. religi- 


on that I diſtruſt, and by a wor- 
ſhip that I abhor. It is in vain 
for an unbeliever to take up the 


outward: ſhew of another man's 


profeſſion. Faith only, and in- 
ward lincerity, are the things that 


procure acceptance with God. 
| The moſt likely and moſt approve 
edy can have no effect up- 


on i the patient, if his ſtomach re- 
* it as ſoon as taken: and you 
will in vain cram a medicine 


his particular oonſtitution will be 
ſfure to turn into poiſon. An * 


word, whatſoever may be doubt 
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vail hem. Hoi great ſae ver, in 
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ful in religion, yet this at leaſt is 


certain, that no religion, which I 
believe not to be true, cin he ei- 


ther true of profitable nnto nie. 


In vain tberefere do princes com- 
pel their ſubjects to come ante 
theit church communion, under 
their on acnord; if they believe 


will and charity, and concern far 
the ſalvation of mens ſouls, men 
ther they will or no. And thers- 
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| fer unto his divine eln fach, 
| ſervice as they themſelves are not. 
| aſhamed of, and ſuch as they 
think not unworthy of him, nor 
_ unacceptable to him: and finally, 
that by the purity of doctrine, 
holineſs of life, and decent form 
of worſhip, they may draw others 
unto the love of the true religion, 
a and perform ſuch other things in 
1 religion as cannot be done by 
ROS yes man am | 


oy © Theſe religiqus eben 1 call. 
hatches and theſe, I ſay, the 
magiſtrate ought to tolerate: ſor 
the bafineſs of theſe aſſemblies = 


— is 5 but 5 i bar, 5 
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ful for every man in particular to 
take care of; 1 mean, the ſalva- 
tion of their ſouls. Nor in this 
caſe is there any difference be- 
tween the national church, and 


other ſeparate CC 


"as" in every church there are tw io 


| things eſpecially to be conſidered, 


the outward form and rites of 
. worſhip,” and the doctrines and 
articles of faith; theſe things 


muſt be handed each diltinctiy, 


that ſo the whole matter of tole OE 


ration” may wy more Bs hs be 
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Fay Eng ere 4 | 
church, or much leſs 1 in another, 
the uſe of any rites or: ceremonies 
| whatſoever in the worſhip of God 
. and this not only becauſe theſe 
_ churches are free ſocieties, but 
becauſe whatſoever is practiſed | 
in the worſhip. of God, is on- 
ly fo far juſtifiable as it is be- 
_ tieved by thofe that practiſe it to 
be acceptable unto him. What- 
i | foever is nat done with that aſſur- 
| ance of faith, is neither well in 
Itſelf, nor can it be acceptable 


God. To impoſe ſuch things 
| therefore _ 100 people, © 4 


concerning Tara RAT row. 


in effect to command them to of 

fend God; _ which, conſide 
that the end of all relivion:i is to 
pleaſe him, and that liberty is eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary to that end, ap- 


— be 1 een a 
But, perhaps, it may be con- 
cluded from hence, That 1 de- 

© ny unto the magiſtrate all man- 

ner of power about indifferent 
things; which if it be not grant- 
* © ed; the whole ſubject matter of 
© law-making is taken away. No; 
1 readily grant that indifferent 
ANG perhag none but ſue ß 
a ag 2 1 legiſlative Den Eg 
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If a thing be not uſeful to the 
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ee Bat it does not n 
follow, that the magiſtrate may 
_ ofdain whatſoever he pfeaſes con- 
cerning any thing that is indiffe · 
OE public ee 

ure of all aw-making, 


common wealth, though i | 
gh it be ne- 
ver hy e eee = 


Rr tain in ber, chin = — | 
= _ 
8 and worthip of God, are 
emoved out — Be 


| only buſineſs of the church is the 
ebam of fools and no 2g 2" 


————— ae this or tl Y 
other ceremony be there made uſr 
_ of. . Neither the uſe, nor the o- 
miſſion of any ceremonies, in thoſe | 
| | aGemblics, - does either 
eg, nr e af cap Inn. _— 


——— be granted, that 5 | 55 A 
die w ee - 


o . 
1 
8 
8 
4 J 
4 
4 
/ 
- 
7 
. * pa. 
— 
- 
— 
= > 
£2 4 
- 
— 
* 
. 
” 5 5 5 
% "vo 
- * 
2 
2 5 53 2 
* 5 og 
- * - 
: * + % 4 
— P q 
ps * A 
| = 
' * 
5 . 
_ 
- _ 
as 
» > 1 . 
* 
. * 
— „ 
4 — 
: 
I v 
- — 1 Y 
— * « = 
: — of 4 * 
- 
— . 2 (2 
* - 
— < m 
— - ; hs 5 
- 
, - 5 
” 1 * 
5 
4 * 
5 2 : 
— ” A - 
pA — 
1 1 
— ; 


BY LETTER 


children are ſubject unto, ak e. 

ſteem the matter weighty enough - 
to be taken care of by a law, in 
that caſe he may order it to be 
done. But will any one theres 
fore ſay, that a magiſtrate has the 
ſame right to ordain, by law, that 
all children ſhall be baptiſed by 
Prieſts in the ſacred font, in order 
to the purification of their ſouls? 
The extreme difference of theſe 
two caſes is viſible to every one 

at firſt fight, Or let us apply the 

laſt caſe to the child of a Jew, and 
the thing will ſpeak itſelf; for 
what hinders but a Chriſtian ma- 

Ow _—_ be that are 


concerning Tory RAT ron. 


Py n m May nds. be 
done unto a Jew, as to compelhim. 
againſt his own opinion, to prac 
tiſe in bis religion a thing that is 
in its nature indifferent; how can 
wie maintain that any thing of this 
kind may be done t to a ( 


a 


IS 


"gb be e . 
ee ee canner; eee 
man authority, be made any pant 
of the worſhip of God; for this 
very reaſon, becauſe. they are in. 
different; for ſince indifferent 
things are not capable, by; a 
virtue of their own, to propitiate 
_ the Deity, no human power ar 
7 can confer ee 
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much dignity and excellency, as 
to enable them to do it. In the 
common affairs of life, that uſe 
of indifferent things which God 
has not forbidden, is free and law- 
ful; and therefore in thoſe things 
deman authority has place. But 
it is not ſo in matters of religion. 
Things indifferent are no other- 
wiſe lawful in the worſhip of God, 
than as they are inſtituted by God 
himſelf; and as he, by ſome po- 
ſitive command has ordained them 
to be made a part of that wor- 
ſhip which he will 'vouchſafe to 
accept of at the hands of poor ſin- 
ful men: nor when an incenſed 


| Deity wen aſk us, "—_ has 


| concerning ToLE RATI oN. 


required theſe, or ſuch like things 


© at your hands?) will it be e- 
nough to anſwer him, that the 
magiſtrate commanded them. If 


civil juriſdiction ex tended thus 
far, what might not lawfully. be 
introduced into religion ?. 225 What | 


hodge-podge of ceremonies, what 
| ſuperſtitious inventions, built upon 


the magiſtrate's authority; might 


not (againſt conſcience) be impoſ- 
ed upon the worſhippers of God? 


as are in their own nature indiffe- 
rent; nor are they ſinful upon any 


other, account than boon God is : 


IJ: 


For the greateſt part of theſe. and =; 
remonies and ſuperſtitians conſiſts == 
In the religious uſe of ſuch things 
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25 fay, that theſe things could have 
been introduced into religion, and 


not by divin 
human authority or civil power 


4 LET. ER 


not che authorof them The ſprink- 


ling of water, and the uſe of 


| bread and wine, are both in their 1 
on nature, and in the ordinary 
occaſions of life, altogether indif-. 


ferent. Will any man therefore 


made a part of divine worſhip, if 
e inſtitution? If any 


could have done this, why might 
it not alſo injoin the eating of 
fh, and drinking of ale, in tbe 
holy banquet, as a part of divine 
worſhip? Why not the ſprink- 


= of the blood of beaſts in 


churches, "and * was | 


— 
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ter or fire, and abundance more 


of this kind? But theſe things, 
how indifferent ſoe ver they be in 


common uſes, when they come | 


to be annexed unto divine wor- 
ſhip, without divine authority, 


they are as abominable to God as 


the ſacrifice of a dog. And why 


a dog ſo abominable? What dif- 
ference i is there between a dog and 
a goat, in reſpect of the divine na- 
ture, equally and infinitely di- 
ſtant from all affinity with matter, 


unleſs i it be that God required the 


uſe of the one in his worſhip, and | 


not of the other? We ſee there- 
fore that indifferent things, how 
much ſoever they be under the 

K 


11 
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power of the civil magiſtrate, yet 
cannot upon that pretence be in- 
troduced into religion, and im 
poſed upon religious aſſemblies, 
becauſe, in the worſhip of God, 
they wholly ceaſe to be indif- 
_ ferent. He that  worſhips God, 
does it with deſign to pleaſe him, 
and procure his fayour ; but that 
cannot be done by him, who, up- 
on the command of another, of- 
| fers untoGod that which he knows 
will be diſpleaſing to him, becauſe 
not commanded by himſelf. This 
s not to pleaſe God, or appeaſe 
his wrath, but willingly a and know- 
ingly to proyoke him by a manifeſt 
contempt ; ; F is a thing ah 


concerning ToLERATION, 
ſolutely repugnant to the! nature 


and end 1 een 411.5 


* it 1 you. * aſked, "Kt If 
5 « nothing belonging to divine wor- 


4 ſhip be left to human diſcretion, 


© how-.is it then that churches 


© themſelves have the power of 


© ordering any thing about the 
© time and place of worſhip, and 


© the: like?” To this I anſwer, 
that in religious worthip-we muſt 
diſtinguiſn between what is part 


of the worſhip itſelf, and what is 
but a circumſtance. That is a 
part of the worſhip which i is be- 


| hieved:to: be appeinted by God, 


and to be well-pleaſing to l 
„ 
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and therefore that is neceſſary. 


Circumſtances are ſuch things 


which, though in general they 
cannot be ſeparated from worſhip, 
yet the particular inſtances or mo- 
difications of them are not deter- 


mined, and therefore they are in- 


different. Of this ſort are the 
time and place of worſhip, the 
habit and poſture of him that wor- 
ſhips, - Theſe are circumſtances, 


command about them. For ex- 
ample; amongſt the Jews, the 

and place of their worſhip, 
and the habits of thoſe that offi- 
ciated in it were not mere cir- 


concerning ToLERA TION. 
cumſtances, but a part of the 


worſhip itſelf; in which, if any 
thing were defective, or different 
from the inſtitution, they could 


not hope that it would be accept- 


ed hy God. But theſe, to Chri- 


goſpel, are mere circumſtances of 


worſhip, which the ptudence of 


every church may bring into ſuch 


uſe as ſhall be judged moſt ſubſer- 


vient to the end ot order, decency; 


arid ediſtication. Though even un- 


der the goſpel alſo, thoſe who 


believe the firſt or ſeventh day to 

be ſet apart by God, and conſe- 

crated ſtill to his worſſip, to them 

that portion of time is not a ſun- 
| K 3; 
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ple circumſtance, but a real part 
of divine worſhip, which can net- 
ther be Tat ge 364 rs oh 
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In the next hich, at the/ ma- 
giſtrate has no power to impoſe 
by his laws, the uſe of any rites and 
ceremonies in any church, ſo nei- 
ther has he any power to forbid 
the uſe of ſuch rites and ceremo- 
nies as are e ap- 
proved, and practiſed by any 

church; becauſe; if he did 0 he 
would deftroy the church itſelf, 
the end of whoſe inſtitution is on- 
ly to worſhip God with ende 
after i its own manner, IR barns 


j 
#4 » », s . ed 4's 24 5 s + « 
— 1 1 34 21 FELT] 15 tr) [! 1011 09 17 of 


concerning Toit RA TTOx. 


119 


* , hy 4 © + 8 7 3 { 174 £: v5 Cary a | 
Fou will ſay, By this rule, if 


ſome congregations ſhould have 
La mind to ſacrifice infants, or,“ 


(as the primitive Chri ſtians were 
falfly accuſed) luſtfully pollute 


© themſelves in-promiſcuous un- 


© cleanneſs, or | pratiſe any other 


ſuch heinous enormities, is the 
© magiſtrate obliged to tolerate 
them, becauſe they ee 
« ted in a religious allembly:?”: 1 
anſwer, ' No. Theſe things art 
not lawful in the ordinary courſe 
of life, nor in any private houſe; 


and therefore neither ate they ſo 
in the worſhip of God, or ĩn any 


religious meeting. But indeed if 
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any people, congregated upon ac- 
count of religion, fhould be de- 


ſirous to farrifice a calf, I deny 


that that ought to be prohibited 


by a law. Melibæus, whoſe calf 


it is, may lawfully kill his own 
calf at home, and burn any part 
of it that he thinks fit; for no 


v7 


injury is thereby done to any one, 


no prejudice to another man's 


goods: and for the ſame reaſon 


be may kill his calf alſo in a reli- 


gious meeting. Whether the do- 
ing ſo be well- pleaſing to God, or 


no, it is their part to conſider that 


do it. The part of the magiſtrate 


is only to take care that the com- 
mon- wealth receive no prejudice, - 


concerning ToLERA TION. 


and that. there be no injury done 
to any man, either i in life or eſtate. 


And thus what, may be ſpent on 
a feaſt, may be ſpent on a ſacri- 


fice, But if perad venture ſuch 
were the ſtate of things, that the 
intereſt of the commonwealth, re- 
quired all laughter of beaſts ſhould; 


be forborn for ſome while; in or- 
der to the increaſing of the ſtock 


of cattle that had been deſtroyed, 


by ſome extraordinary murrain; 
who ſees not that the magiſtrate, 


in ſuch a caſe, may forbid all his 


| ſubjects to kill any calves for any 
uſe whatſoever? Only at is to be 
obſerved, that in this caſe; the 
law is not made about a religious, 


— 
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but a political matter; nor is the 
ſacrifice, but the coop oath * 
«calves ng PRIOR * 


'By this we hs what Arend 
thite is between the church and 
the commonwealth: Whatfoever 
is lawful in the commonwealth, 
cannot be prohibited by the ma- 
giſtrate in the church. What- 
ſoever is permitted unto any one 


of his ſubjects for their ordinary 


uſe, neither can, nor ought to be 
forbidden by him to any ſe& of 
people for their religious ufes. If 
any man may lawfully take bread 
or wine, either fitting ar-kneel-" 
ing, in his own houſe, the law 


Pe” HY 


/ 
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ought not to abrige him of the 
ſame liberty in his religious wor- 


ſhip ;:chough, in the church the 5 


A $4, 3 


| ferent,. — be there applied. to 
| the myſteries of faith, and rites of 
divine worſhip. But thoſe things 
that are prejudicial to the com- 
mon weal of a people in their or- 


dinary uſe, and are therefore for- 
bidden by laws, thoſe things ought 
not to be permitted to churches 
in their ſacred rites. Only the 
magiſtrate ought always to be ve- 
ry careful, that he do not miſuſe 


his authority to the oppreſſion of 
any. church, under pretence of 
Public good. | 


ry 

+ 75 
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It may be fad; © What if a 
© church be idolatrous? 18 that al- 
©ſo to be tolerated by the magi- 


ky rate?” In anſwer, Taſk, © What 


© power can be given to the magi- 
© ſtrate for the ſuppreſſion of an 
© idolatrous church, which may 


not, in time and place, be made 


© uſe of to the rub of ail ortho- 
© dox one? - Fe or it muſt be re- 


membered, that the civil power 
is the ſame every where, and the 
religion of every prince is ortho- 
dox to himſelf. If therefore ſuch 
a power be granted unto the civil 
magiſtrate in ſpirituals, as chat at 


Geneva (for example) he may ex- 


| 


W 
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tirpate, by violence and blood, 


the rel igion which is there reput- 


ed idolatrous, , by the ſame rule 


„ R 


another magiſtrate, in ſome neigh- 


bouring country, may oppreſs the 


reformed religion, and, in India, 
the Chri tian, The civil power 
er e every 4 hiy 


1 or it can e . 
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dans any. Ne into 1 by 


che means of laws and penalties, 
there can be no bounds put to it; 


but it will in the ſame manner be 


lawful to alter every thing, e- 
cording to that rule of truth which 


the magiſtrate has framed unto 


L. 


| religion; according to the prince 's 
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himſelf. No man vvrhatſoever ought 
therefore to be deprived of his 
terreſtrial enjoyments upon ac- 
count of his religion: not even 
Americans, ſubjected unto a Chri- 
| ſian prince, are to be puniſhed 
either in body or goods, for not 
imbracing our faith and worſhip. 
If they are perſuaded that they 
pleaſe God in obſerving the rites 
of their own country; and that 
they ſhall obtain happineſs by that 
means, they are to be left unto 
God and themſelves. Let us 
trace this matter to the bottom. 
Thus it is. An inconſiderable and 
weak number of Chriſtians, de- 
ſtitute of every thing, arrive in a 


concerning Tor BATON. 
pagan — 2 theſe 1 


en of humanity, that thy 
would ſuccour them with the ne- 


ceſſaries of life: thoſe neceflaries 


are given them; habitations are 


granted; and they all join toge- 
ther, and grow up into one body 


on, by this means, takes root in 
that country, and ſpreads itſelf, 
but does not ſuddenly grow the 


ſtrongeſt. | eren 


of people. The Chriſtian religi» 


Bach, 34 hs juſtice, are pre- 
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ſerved amongſt them. At length | 

the magiftrate Becomes a Chriſti- 

an, and by that means their yup 
= 2 Ro” 
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becomes the moſt powerful: then 
immediately all compacts are to be 
broken, all eivil rights to be vio- 
lated, that idolatry may be ex- 


tirpated; and unleſs theſe inno- 
cent pagans, ſtrict obſervers of 
the rules of equity and of the law 


of nature, and no ways ——— 
againſt the laws of the ſociety; I 
ſay, unleſs they will forſake their 
ancient religion, and embrace a 


new and ſtrange one, they are to 
be turned out of the lands 


poſſeſſions of their forefathers, and 


perhaps deprived of life itſelf: then 
at laſt it appears hat cal for the 


church, eee ame of 


* concerning/TOLERATION, 
and bow eaſily the pretence of 
ſerves for a cloke to covetouſneſs, 
rr Mata » 3: nm? N 
„ae einde n that 
idolatty is to be roated out of any 
place. by laws, puniſhments, fire, 
and ſword, may apply this ſtory to 


himſelf; for the reaſon of the thing 
is equal both in America and Eu- 


rope ; and neither Pagans there, 


of their worldly. goods, by the 


predominating faction of a court - 
church; nor are any civil righis 
to be either changed or vidlated 


L 3 


nor any Giſſenting Chriſtians here, 
can, With any right, be deprived 


2; Þ 
Pd 
* 
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upon account of religion i in one 
place more than another. 
A 212muots 103. 01 33612 6 Lag Jy oy 
* But doldtry (ay W is a 
* fin, and therefore not to be to- 
lerated. IH they ſaid, it were 
therefore to be avoided; the in- 
ference were goed. But it does 
no follow; that becauſe it Is a fin, 
it ought therefore to be güne 
by the magiſtrate: for it does not 
belong unte the magiſtrate to 
make uſe of his ſword in punithe | 
ing every thing, indifferently, that 
he takes to be a ſin againſt Gock 
Covetouſneſs, uncharitableneſs, 
idleneſs, and many other things 
are fins, © by the eonſent of all 
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which yet no man evet ald 
were to be puniſhed by tha ma- 
giſtrate : the reaſon is becauſe 


they are not prejudicial to other 


mens riglits, nor do they bfkak 
the public peace eace of ſocieties. Nay, 
even the ſins of lying, and perju- 
ry, are no where puniſhable by 
laws; unleſs in certain eafes, in 
which the real turpitude of the 


thing, and the offence againſt 


God; are not / conſidered; but oh 
neighbours, and to the common 


country, tota Mähometan ora 


Pagan prince, the Qhriſtian reli- 


wealth. And what-cif in another 


Sion. ſeem falſe and offenſirer to 


EA 


God; may not the Chriſtians, for 
the: ſame reaſon, and after the 
Ren n, e ens 
| Yo 3 
4 Pe may _. 2 Farther, 
8 That, by the law of Moſes, ido- 
© laters: were to be rooted: out. 
True indeed, by the law of Mo- 
ſes, but that is not obligatory to 
us Chriſtians. No- body pretends 
that every thing, generally enjoin 
ed by the law of Moſes, ought 
to be practiſed by Chriſtians. But 
there is nothing more frivolous 
than that common diſtinction of 
moral, judicial, and ceremonial 
law, which men ordinarily malce 
uſe of: for no poſitive law what. 


concerning ToLER ATION, 
ſoever, can oblige any people, but 


thoſe to whom it is given. Hear: 
O Iſtael; fufficiently reſtrains 
the obligation of the law of Mo- 


ſes only to that people. And this 
conſideration alone is anſwer e- 


nough unto thoſe that urge the 


authority of the law of Moſes z 
for the inflicting of capital puniſh" 


ments upon idohters. But how- 


cver, I will examine this argu- 
ment Waun more ee 5 


. » 7 RI Fa: 4 
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The caſe of Wahtem in reſpe& | 


af the Jewiſh commonwealth, falls 


undet a double conſideration. The 
firſt is of thoſe WhO, bels init. 


ated in he! IV. 


— 


others, was an abſolute theocta- 


commonwealth and the church. 
The laws eſtabliſhed there con- 
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made citizens of that common- 
wealth, did afterwards apoſtatize 


from the worſhip of the God of 
Iſrael. Theſe were proceeded a- 


gainſt as traitors and rebels, guil- 
For the commonwealth of the 
Jews, different in that from all 


ey; nor was there, or could there 
be, any difference between the 


cerning the worſhip of one invi- 
fible Deity, were the civil laws 


of that people, and a part of theit 
political government, in which 


God himſelf was the legiſlator. 5 r 


concerning ToLER ATION. 


Now, if any one can ber me 
where: there is a ci 
at 48 wy — upon wy 
that the cortotntticad lars do'there 


civil, and that the ſubjects of that 
government both may and ouglit 
to be kept in ſtrict conformity 


with that church by the civil 


a Chriſtian commonwealth. There 
are indeed many cities and king- 
doms that have embraced the 
faith of Chriſt; but they have re- 
tained their ancient form of go- 


vernment, with which the law 


2 
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vernment; nor put he the ſu 


rites of the Moſaical law, But on 


of Chriſt hath not at all medled. 
He indeed hath taught nien how, 
by faith and good works; they 


may attain eternal life; but he 


inſtituted no commonwealth. He 
preſcribed unto his followers 
no new and peculiar form of go- 


into any wagiſtrate's hand, with 
commiſſion to make uſe of it in 
forcing men to forſake their fore 
mer. er rr and receive his. 
AT banda nerf ion gz); * 
" ing F oreigners, and ſuch 
as were ſtrangers to the com- 
* monwealth of Iſrael, were not 
compelled by force to obſerve the 
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the contrary, in the very ſame 
place where it is ordered, that * an 1 125 
© Iſraclite that was an idolater, 

it is provided, that * ſtrangers 
< ſhould not be vexed nor oppreſe 
ſed. I confeſs that the [ſeven 
utterly to be cut off: but : this 
was not ſingly becauſe they were 
idclaters; for, if that had been the 
reaſon, why were the Moabites 
and the other! nations to be ſpar- 
ed? No: the reaſon is this; God 
being in a peculiar manner king of 
the Jews, be could not ſuffer te 
adoration of Any other Deity, | 
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(which was properly an act of high 


treaſon againſt himſelf) in the 


land of Canaan, which was his 
kingdom: for ſuch a manifeſt re- 


volt could no ways conſiſt with 
his dominion, which was perfect- 

ly political in that country. All 
idolatry was therefore to be root- 


ed out of the bounds of his king- 


Deut. ii. 


dom, becauſe it was an acknow - 
legement of another God; that 
is to ſay, another king; againſt 


the laws of empire. The inhabi- 


tants were alſo to be driven out, 
that the entire poſſeſſion of the 
land might be given to the Iſrael - 
ites. And for the like reaſon, 


the Emims and the Horims were 
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driven out of their countries by 
the children of Eſau and Lot, and 
their lands, upon the ſame grounds, 


given by God to the invaders : but 


though all idolatry was thus root- 


ed out of the land of Canaan, yet. 


every idolater was not brought to 


execution. The whole family of 


Rahab, the whole nation of the. 
Gibeonites, articled with Joſhua, 


and were allowed by treaty; and 
there were many captives amongſt. | 


the Jews who were idolaters. Da- 


vid and Solomon ſubdued many 
countries without the confines of 
the land of promiſe, and carried | 
their conqueſts as far as Euphrates. . 
Amongſt ſo many captives taken, ; 
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o many nations reduced under 
their obedience, we find not one 
man forced into the Jewiſh reli- 
gion, and the worthip of the true 
God, and punithed for idolatry, 
though all of them were certainly 
guilty of it. If any one indeed, 
becoming a profelyte, deſired to be 
| made a denifon of their common- 
weal he was obliged to ſubmir 
unto their ſaws; that is, to em- 
race their religion: burt this hne 


did willingly, on his own accord,” 
not by conſtraint. He did not 
unwillingly fabmit, to ſhew his 
obetience, but he fought and ſo- 
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came ſubject to the laws of the 


commonwealth, by which all ido- 
latry was forbidden within the 
borders of the land of Canaan. 
But that law (as L have ſaid) did 
not reach to any of thoſe regions, 
however, ſubje 
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Thus * concerning 1 


worſhip. Let us now; conſider 


1 


ee of faith; | 


{ Ps 1 7 1 
3 
1 * —_— 


The articles of 7 are ſome 


of them practical, and ſome ſpe- 
culative. Now, though both ſorts - 


conſiſt in the knowlege. of truth, 
M3 
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yet theſe terminate ſimply in the 
underſtanding; thoſe influence 
the will and rarmers. Specula- 
tive opinions therefore, and articles 
of faith (as they are called) which 
are required only to be believed, 
cannot be impoſed on any church 
by tlie lach of the Hand: for it is 
abſurd that things ſhould be en- 
joined by laws, which are not in 
mens power to perform. And to 
believe this ör that to be true; 
does not depend upon dur will. 
But 5 ee enough has been ſaid 
already. But (will ſome ſay) let 

. pers + 4 f profeſs that they be. 
it fuer religion indeed, 

ahi a oblige men to difſemble, and 
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tell lies both to God and man, for 


the falvation of their ſouls I If 


the magiſtrate thinks to ſave men 
thus, he ſeems to underſtand little 
of the way of ſalvation : and if 
he does it not in order to fave 
them, why is he ſo folicitous a- 
bout the articles of faith: asto Ang 

1 1 Inhe AR 190 
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not to ferbid the preaching or 
proſeſſing of any ſpeculative opi+ 


have no manner of relation to the 
civil rights of the ſubjects. If a 
Roman catholic believe Wy to be 
really the body of Chriſt, : which 


143 


another man calls bread, he does 
no injury thereby to his neighbour. 

If a jew do not believe the new te- 
ſtament to be the word of God, he 


does not thereby alter any thing 
in mens civil rights. If a heathen 
doubt of both teſtaments, he is 
not therefore to be puniſhed as a 
pernicious citizen. The power of 
the magiſtrate, and the eſtates of 
the people, may be equally ſecure, 
whether any man believe theſe 
things or no. I readily grant, that 
theſe opinions are falſe and abſurd: 
but the buſineſs of laws is not to 
provide for the truth of opinions, 
but for the fafety and ſecurity of 
the commonwealth, and of every 


— 
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particular man's goods and per- 
ſon, And fo it ought to be. For 
truth certainly would do well e- 
nough, if ſhe were onee left to 
ſhift for herſelf. She ſeldom has 
"_ and'I fear never will re- 
ceive, much aſſiſtance from the 
ok of great men, to whom 
ſhe is but rarely known, and more 
rarely welcome. She is not taught 


by laws, nor has ſhe any need of 


© 
„ f A 25 


force to procure her entrance into 
the minds of men. Errors indeed 
prevail by the affiſtance of foreign 
and borrowed ſuccouts: but if 


truth makes not her way into the 


underſtanding by her own. light, 


ſhe will be but che weaker for? 


14 
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any borrowed force violence can 
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add to her. Thus much for ſpe- 
culative opinions,, Let us now 
proceed to practical ones. 


A good life, in which conſiſts 
not the leaſt part of religion and 
true piety, concerns alſo the civil 
government; and in it lies the 
fafety both of men's ſouls, and of. 


the commonwealth. Moral acti- 
ons belong therefore to the juriſ- 
diction both of the outward and 


inward court, both of the civil 
and domeſtic governor, I mean, 
both of the magiſtrate and con- 


ſcience. Here therefore is great 
danger, leſt one of theſe juriſdic- 
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tions intrench upon the other, 


and diſcord ariſe between the keep- 


er of the public peace, and the o- 
verſeers of ſouls. But if what has 


been already ſaid concerning the 


limits of both theſe governments 


be rightly conſidered, it will ea- 


fily remove all mn in Nr 
mütter 


EVvery man has an immortal 
ſoul, capable of eternal happineſs 


or miſery; whoſe happineſs de- 


pending upon his believing and 
doing thoſe things in this life, 
which are neceſſary to the obtain- 
ing of God's favour, and are pre- 


ſeribed by God to that end: it 
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follows from thence, firſt, tha 1 


upon mankind, and that our ut - 


gence, ought to be exerciſed in 
the ſearch and performance of 
them; becauſe there is nothing in 
this world that is of any canſide- 
ration in compariſon with eterni- 
Secondly, that ſeeing one 
— hog of 
another, by his erroneous opini- 
ons, and undue manner of wor- 


ſhip, nar is his perdition any pre- 


judice to another man's affairs, 
therefore the care of each man's 


ſalvation belongs only to higaſelf, 


d 


* 
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But I would not have this under- 
ſtood as if I meant hereby to con- 
demn all charitable admonitions, 
and affectionate endeavours to re- 
duce men from errors, which are 
indeed the greateſt duty of a Chri- 
ſtian. Any one may employ as 
— eee en and arguments 
as he pleaſes towards the promot- 
ing of another man's ſalvation; 
but all force and compulſion are to 
be forborn. Nothing is to be done 

imperiouſſy. No body is obliged 
in that matter to yield obedience 
unto the admonitions or injuncti- 
ons of another, further than he 
himſelf is perſuaded. Every man, 
in that, has the ſupreme and ab- 
: N N 


folute nee n him- 
ſelf. And the reaſon is, becauſe 
no body elſe is concerned in it, 
nor can receive any 46 wen from 
his conduct therein,” «ft 5908 


Bu t beſides their could which 
are immortal, men have alſo their 
temporal lives here upon earth; 
the ſtate whereof being frail hd 
fleeting, and the duration uncer- 
tain, they have need of ſeveral 
outward conveniencies to the ſup- 
port thereof, which are to be pro- 
cured or preſerved. by- pains and 
induſtry. For thoſe things that 
are neceſſary to the comfortable 
— of our kr, are not the 


— 


* 
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ſpontaneous products of nature, 
nor do offer themſelves fit and pre- 


pared for our uſe. This part 


therefore draws, on another care, 
and neceſſarily gives another em- 
ployment. But the pravity of 
_ ma K. C deing ſuch, that they 
had rather injuriouſiy prey upon 
the fruits of other mens labours, 


ſerving men in the poſſeſſion of 
"what honeſt induſtry has already 
acquired, and alſo of preſerving 
their liberty and ſtrength, where- 


by they may acquire what they 


further want, obliges men to en- 
ter into ſociety with one another, 
1 


than take pains to provide for 
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that by mutual aſſiſtance, and joint 
force, they may ſecure unto each 
other their properties inthe things 


that contribute to the comfort and 
happineſs of this Iife, leaving in 


care of his own eternal happineſs, 
the attainment whereof can nei- 


ther be facilitated by anather man's 


induſtry, nor can the loſs of it 
turn to another man's prejudice, 
nor the hope of it be forced from 
him by any external violence: but 


foraſmuch as men thus entring 
into ſocieties, grounded upon their 
mutual compacts of aſſiſtance, for 


the defence oftheir temporal goods, 
may nevertheleſs be deprived of 
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them, either by the rapine and 
fraud of their fellow-citizens,. or 
by the hoſtile violence of foreign- 


ers; the remedy. of this evil con- 
ſiſts in arms, riches, and multi- 
tude of citiaens; the remedy of 
the other in laws; and the carg 
of all things, relating both to the 
one and the other, is committed 
by the ſociety to the civil magi- 
ſtrate. This is the original, this 
s the uſe, and theſe are the bounds 
of che legiſlative (hich is the ſu- 
preme) power in every common- 
wealth: I mean, that proviſion 
may be made for the ſecurity of 
Rach man's ner 2 3 r 


1353 


A LETTER 
modities of the whole people, and, 
as much as poſſible, for the i in- 
creaſe of their inward ſtrength ; a 


* 


| armed "__ invaſions. 2102 


Theſe chilies being thies | ex- 
plained, it is eaſy to underſtand 
to what end the legiſlative pow- 
er ought to be directed, and by 
what meafures regulated, and 
that is the temporal good and out- 
ward proſperity of the ſocie- 
ty, which is the ſole reaſon of 
mens entering into ſociety, and 
the only thing they ſeek and 
aim at in it. And it is alſo evi- 
dent what liberty remains to men 
in reference to their eternal ſal va 


> 


. 
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tion, and that is, that every one 
ſhould do what he in his conſci- 


ence is perſuaded to be acceptable 


to the Almighty, on whoſe good 


pleaſure and acceptance depends 
his eternal happineſs. For obedi- 


ence is due in the firſt place to 


A and ann to ng 
But f ne may ak, « What if 
the magiſtrate ſhould enjoin any 
* thing by his authority that ap- 
* pears unlawful to the conſci- 
© ence'' of a private perſon? 1 
anſwer, That if government be 
adminiſtered, and the 
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that ſuch a private perſon is to ab- 


ſtain from the action that he jadg- 
es unlawful, and he is to undergo 
the puniſhment, which it is not 


unlawful for him to bear. For 
the private judgment of any per- 


ſon concerning a law enacted in po- 


litical matters for the public good, 


does not take away the obligation 
of that law, non deſerve a diſpen - 
ſation: but if the law indeed be 
tonverning things chat ly not ywith- 
in the verge of the magiſtrates au- 
thority, (as for example, that the 


prin _—_— Space. ems 
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ſtrange religion, and join in the 


worſhip and oeremonies of another 

church) men are not in theſe caſes 
obliged by that law, againſt their 
conſciences: for the political ſo- 
ciety is inſtituted for no other end, 
but only to ſecure every man's 
poſſeſſion of the things of this life. 


The care of each man's ſoul, and 


of the things of heaven, which 
neither does belong to the com- 
monwealth, nor can be ſubjected 
to it, is left entirely to every man's 


ſelf. Thus the ſafeguard of mens 


lives, and of the things that be- 
long unto this life, is the buſineſs 
of the commonwealth ; and the 


_ preſerving of thoſe: things: unto 


4 
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concerns of their fellow ſubject: 
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their owners is the duty of the 


magiſtrate: and therefore the ma- 
giſtrate cannot take away theſe 
worldly things ftom this man or 
party, and give them to that; 


nor change propriety amongſt feb- 


low-ſubjedts, (no not even by a 
law) for a eauſe that has no rela- 


ment; I mean, for their religion; 


does no prejudice to the worldly 


which are the things that only be- 


ann nee com- 
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believe ſuch a law as this to be 


As the private judgment of any 


particular perſon, if erroneous, 
does not exempt him from the 


obligation of law; ſo the private 
judgment (as I may call it) of the 
magiſtrate, does not give him any 
new right of impoſing laws upon 


his ſubjects, which neither was in 


the conſtitu tion of the government 
granted him, nor ever was in the 


power of the people to grant; and 
leaſt of all, if he make it his bu- 


| fineſs to enrich and advance his 
followersand fellow ſectaries with 


the ſpoils of others. But What 
+ <;f n believe that he 
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© has a right to make ſuch laws, 
and that they are for the public 
good, and his ſubjects believe. 
* the contrary? Who ſhall be 

judge between them?“ I an- 
ſwer, God alone. For there is 
no judge upon earth between the 
ſupreme magiſtrate and the peo- 
ple. God, I fay, is the only 
judge i in this caſe, who will retri- 
bute unto every one at the laſt 
day, according to his deſerts ; that 
is, according to. his ſincerity and 
uprightneſs, in endeavouring to 
promote piety, and the public 
vveal and peace of mankind. But 
what ſhall be done in the mean 
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oipal f and chief care of every one 
ought to be of his own ſoul firſt, 
and in the next place of the pu- 
blic peace; though ye yet there are 
very few will think it is peace 
there, pin 7 ſee all way 
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Ws dee two: ſorts of conteſts 


amongſt men, the one managed 


by law, the other by force; and 
theſe are of that nature, that 


where the one ends, the other al- 


ways begins.) But it js not my bur 
ineſs to inquire. into.the power of 


the magiſtrate. in the different con 
| ſtitutions of nations. I only K. 


what uſually ss m con- 
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then, The magiſtrate, being the 
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troverlies ariſe, without a jadge 
to determine them. You will ſay 


© ttronger, will have his will, and 
carry his point Without doubt. 
But the queſtion is not here con- 
cerning the doubt fulneſs of che e- 


vent, » out the rule of re 


G. l 


But, to come to anne 1 
Wy. firſt, No opinions contraty = 
to human ſociety, or to thoſe mo- 


ral rules which are neceſfiry to the 
preſervation of civil ſociety, are to 


be tolerated by the magiſtrate. But 


of theſe indeed examples in any 


church are rare: for no ſect can 
ea arrive to rs degree of 
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 avdaeks, as that it ſhould think 
fit to teach, for doc 
gion, ſuch things a3 manifeſtly un: 
dermine the foundations of ſocier 
ty, and are therefore condemnęe 
by the judgment of all mankind 
becauſe their own: intereſt, Peace, 


nee every thing, n 


ae 1 Wa; Aa 14 8 1 n! 
f WES T's 7 1 25 1 £ u - $f 4 22 x 


2 i, when mon ere | 49 


own ſec, ſome: peculiar _ 


tive, Covered over with a ſpecio 
Mew of decgitial words, but in 


0 2 


ines of reli- 


effect oppoſite to the civil cight of 
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the community. For example, We- 
cannot find any ſe that teaches ex- 
preſly and openly, that men are not 
obliged to keep their promiſe, that 


1 princes may be dethroned by thoſe 
| chat differ from them inreligion, or 
that the dominion of all things be- 


wags only to themfelves. For theſe 
things, propoſed thus nakedly and 
=! plainly, would ſoon draw on them- 
tte eye and hand of the magiſtrate, 
$ and awaken all the care of the 
'commonweaſth to 4 watchfilneſ | 


669 Uh evil But, Aesbeibeleg 
we find thofe that ſay the ſame 
— in other Wer What 


* 
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c * that faith is not to be kept with 
heretics? Their meaning, or,. 
Fan is, that the prix lege af | 
breaking faith belongs unto them- 
ſelves: Gor they declare all that are 
nat of their communion to he hey 
— — or at leaſt may declare them 
ſo whenſoeyer they think fit, What 
can be the meaning of their affert= = 
ing, that kings excommunicated, = 
forfeit their crowns and king 
* doms?”,, It js eyident,, Koh 
thereby arrogate unto the 
the power of depoſing "OY 5 
cauſe they challenge the power of 
£xcummunication, as the Peguling 
| right of their hicrarchy.; .*. That 


« domjnian, is e eee | 
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its an "affertion by which thoſe | 
that maintain it do plainly lay 
claim to the poſſeſſion of all things: 
for they are not ſo wanting to 
themſelves as not to believe, or at 
leaſt as not to profeſs themſelves 
to be the truly pious and faithful. 
Theſe therefore; and. the like, who 


attribute unto the faithful, ya. 


gious and orthodox, that is, 


Plain terms, unto themſelves, by 


r privilege or power above 


other "mortals in civil "concern: 


ments ; or who, upon pretence of 
religion, do challenge any manner 
of authority over ſuch as are not 
aſſociated with them in their ec. 
cleſta ical "communi on: 1 . 


= 


concerning Tor ERAT NDR. 


theſe have no right to de tolerat⸗ 
ed by the magiſtrate, as neither 
thoſe that will not own'and' teach 
the duty of tolerating all men in 
matters of mere religion. For 
What do all theſe and the like 

doctrines ſignify, but that thoſs 
men may and are ready, upon a- 
ny occafion, to ſeize the govern- 
ment, and poſſeſs themſelves of 
the eſtates and fortunes of their fel 
low ſubjects, and that they only aſk 
leave to be tolerated by the mag 


Arate ſo long until they 5nd tbem- 


0 rer ſtrong enouglr 2 effect it 
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that hat Dave no 
Hh to be tolerated " the ras 
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tos which is canſtituted up- 


on ſuch a bottom, that. all thoſe 


3 enter into it, do thereby, 


igſa facto, deliver themſelves up 
to the protection and ſervice of 
another prince. For hy . thi 
means the magiſtrate would give 
way to the ſettling of a foreign 
juriſdiction in his own, couns 15 
try, and ſuffer his own, peqple 
to be liſted, as it were, .for. ſob: 
= againſt his own... governy 

Nor does the: friyolouy 


: and x Ft diſtinction between 
the court and the church afford 


any remedy to this i inconvenience, 
ſpecially when bath the one gnd 
the other are equally ſubject to 


condhwls Hal Won. 


the abſolute authority of the ſame 


perſon, Who has not only power 
ro perſuade the members of his 
church to whatſoever he kits (ei 


ther as purely religious, or as in 


order thereunto) but ean alſo injoin 
it them on pain of eternal fire. It 


himſelf to be a Mahometan only 


in his region, but in every thing 
elſe a faithful ſubject td a Chri- 


ſtian magiſtrate, hilft, at eie 
fame time, he ae howleges him 


ſelf bound ro yield blind obedience 
to the Mufti of 'Conſtantinbple, 


whohimiclfisentirohiobedienyto 
the Ottomarrempervr, and frames 


z ridiculous for any one to proſeſt 


on according to his pleaſure. But 
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this Mahometan, living, amongſt 
Chriſtians, would yet more apr 
parently renounce their governr 


ment, if he acknowleged the ſame 


perſon to be head of his church 
who is the ſupreme. magiſtrate i in 
e: 5:0 eig z0t nuDοff ai 
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© Laftly, T hoſe are not at all to 
de tolerated © who deny the being 
fa God. Premiſes, cavenaiits 
and oaths, which are the donde 


of en bib; on ige 0 


hold upon an Atheiſt. The tak- 


ing away of God, though but even 


in thought, diſſolves all. 45 Boſides 


0 5 ; ; 0 a ; » 
, thoſe that by their At 
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concernii ig Torr RATION, 
undermine and' deſtroy all religion, 


can have no pretence of region 


whereupon to challenge the pri- 
— of a toleration. 
ther practical opinions, F "though 


not abſolutely free from all error, 


yet if they do not tend to ettablim 
: domination over others, or civ civil 


impunity to the church 1 in which 
they are taught, thete can be 0 
reaſon why they ſhould not be to- | 


lerated. (NOT "1; "0 
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It temains that 16 eth 


concerning thoſe aſſemblies, which ' 


being vulgarly called, and perhaps 


having ſometimes been, conven- 


| ticles, and nurſerits 


As for o- 


3 
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FEI are thought to afford 
the ſtrongeſt maiter of objection 
againſt this doctrine of toleration: 
but this has not happened by any; 
thing peculiar unto the genius of 
ſuch aſſemblies, but by the un- 
happy circumſtances of an oppreſo 
ſed or ill ſettled liberty. Thoſe 
accuſations would ſoon. ceaſe, if 
the law of tolera tion were once 
ſo ſettled, that all churches were. 
obliged to lay down toleration 
as the foundation of their own li- 
berty, and teach, that liberty; of 
conſcience is every man's natural 
8 right, equally belonging to diſ- 
ſenters as to themſelves; and that 
no a body ought 1 to be e | 
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in matters of religion, either by 
lav or force; The eſtabliſhment 
of this one thing would take a- 
way all ground of complaints and 
tumults upon account of conſei- 
ence. And theſe cauſes of diſs 
once removed, there would re- 
main nothing in theſe aflemblies 
that were not more peaceable; and 
leſs apt to produce diſturbanee of 


tate, than in any other meetings 
whatſoever. "But let us examine 
1 heads dear we 


particularly th 
An 3 8 5 5 N ern 
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You will gi 140 oo aftblies 


"and _— endanger the pu- 
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* blic peace, and threaten the 
* commonwealth,* I anſwer, if 


this be ſo, why are there daily 


fuch numerous meetings in mar- 


kets and courts of judicature? 


Why are crouds upon the ex- 
change, and a concourſe of peo- 
ple in cities ſuffered? You will 
reply, theſe are civil aſſemblies, 
but thoſe that we object againſt 


are eccleſiaſtical, I anſwer, it is 
a likely thing indeed, that ſuch 


aſſemblies as are "hy re- 


mote from civil affairs, ſhould be 
moſt apt to embroil them. O! 


© but civil aſſemblies are compoſed 


 *-of men that differ from one an- 
other in matters of religion, but 
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© theſe eccleſiaſtical meetings are 
of perſons that are all of one o- 
©, pinion,” As if an agreement in 
matters of religion, were in effect 
a conſpiracy againſt the common- 
wealth; or as if men would not 
be ſo much the more warmly un- 
animous in religion, the leſs liber- 
ty they had in aſſambling. But 
It will be urged ſtill, That :ci> 
* vil aſſemblies are open and free 
for any one to enter into, where · 
* as religious conventicles are mote 
private, and thereby give oppor⸗ 
N tunity to clandeſtine machina- 
tions.“ I anſwer, that this is 
not ſtrictly true, for many civil 
aſſemblies are not open to eber 
FS 
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one. And if ſome religious meet- 


ings be private, who are they (7 
beſeech you) that are to be blam- 
ed for it? thoſe that defire, or 
thoſe that forbid theit being pu- 
blic? Again, you will ſay, that 
religious communion does ex- 
*.ceedingly unite mens minds and 
© affections. to one another, and 
< s therefore the more dangerous. 


But if this be ſo, why is not the 


magiſtrate afraid of his own 
church? and why doth he not 


forbid their aſſemblies, as things 


dangerous to bis government? 


Vou will ſay, © Becauſe he him 
* ſelf is a part, and even the head 
*of them.“ As if he were not 


5 
& I 
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alſo a part of the commonwealth, 


and the head of ay whole wg. 


| "_ } 


* us chevakine deal plainly. 


The magiſtrate is afraid of other 


| churches, but not of his own; 

becauſe he is kind and favourable 
to the one, but ſevere and eruel 
to the other, Theſe he treats like 


children, and indulges them-even 
to wantonneſs: thoſe he uſes as 


flaves: and how blameleſly ſoever 
they demean themfelves, recom- 
penſes them no otherwiſe than by 
gallies, priſons, confiſcations, and 
death. Theſe he cheriſhes and 
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ſcourges and oppreſſes. Let him 
turn the tables, or let thoſe diſ- 
ſenters enjoy but the ſame privi- 
leges in civils as his other ſubjects, 
and he will quickly find that theſe 
religious meetings will be no long- 
er dangerous: for if men enter into 
ſeditious conſpiracies, it is not religi. 
on that inſpires them to it in their 
meetings, but their ſufferings and 
oppreſſions that make them willing 


to eaſe themſelves. Juſt and mode- 


rate governments are every where 


quiet, every where ſafe: but op- 
preſſion raiſes ferments, and makes 


men ſtruggle to. caſt off an uneaſy 


and tyrannical yoke, I kno that 
ſeditions are very frequently raiſed 


af 
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upon pretence of religion: but it 
is as true, that, for religion, ſub- 
jects are frequently ill treated, and 
live miſerably. Believe me, the 
ſtirs that are made, proceed not 
from any peculiar temper of this 
or that church or religious ſocie- 
ty, but from the common diſpo- 
ſition of all mankind, who, when 
they groan under any heavy bur- 
den, endeavour naturally to ſhake 
off the yoke that galls their necks. | 
Suppoſe this buſineſs of religion 
were let alone, and that there 
were ſome other diſtinction made 
between men and men, upon ac- 
count of their different complexi- 
ons, ſhapes, and features; ſo that 
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thoſe who have black hair (for 
example) or gray eyes, ſhould not 


enjoy the ſame privileges as other 


citizens, that they ſhould not 
be permitted either to buy or ſell, 
or live by their callings; that pa- 
rents ſhould not have the oo vernc 


ment and education of their own 


children ; that they ſhould either 
be excluded from the benefit of 
the laws, or meet with partial 
judges: can it be doubted but 
theſe perſons, thus diſtinguiſhed 
from others by the colour of their 
hair and eyes, and united toge- 

ther by one common perſecution, 
would be as dangerous to the ma- 


giltrate, as any others that had 
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aſſociated themſelves merely u pon 
the account of religion? Some 
enter into company for trade and 
profit; others, for want of buſi- 
neſs, have their clubs for claret: 
neighbourhood joins. ſome, and 
religion others. But there is one 
only thing which gathers: people 
into feditious commot ions, 1 
chat is oppfrſſom i VOII ft 16 
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: #1 1 $9001: 309 #15 25 . 
1 i You will ſay, Wbat! will 


© you have people to meet at di- 
© vine ſervioe againſt the magi- 
* ſtrate's will?! Lanſwer, Why. 
not both lawful and neceſſary that 
they ſhould meet? Againſt his 
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will, do you ſay? That is be ö 
I complain of. That is the very 
are aſſemblies leſs ſufferable in a 
church than in a theatre or mar- 
ket? Thoſe that meet there are 
not either more vicious, or more 
turbulent, than thoſe that meet 
elſewhere. The buſineſt in that 
is, that they are ill uſed, and there- 


fore they are not to be ſuffered. 


Take away tlie partiality that is 
uſed towards them in matters of 


common right; change the laws; 
take away the penalties unto which 


they are ſubjected, and all things 


peaceable. Nay, thoſe that are 
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averſe to the religion of the ma- 


_ Liſtrate, will think themſelves ſo 


much the more bound to main- 
tain the peace of the common- 
wealth, as their condition is bet- 
ter in that place than elſewhere; 
and all the ſeveral ſeparate con- 
gregations, like ſo many guardi- 
ans of the public peace, will watch 


one another, that nothing may 


be innovated or changed in the 
form of the government; becauſe 
they can hope for nothing better 


than what they already enjoy, 


that is, an equal condition with 
their fellow - ſubjects, under a juſt 
and moderate government. Now, 
if that church, which agrees in 


183 


184 L TAN 


religion with the prince, be e- 
ſteemed the chief ſupport of any 
eivil government, and that for no 
other reaſon (as has already been 
ſhewyn) than becauſe the prince is 
kind, and the laws are favourable 
to it; how much greater will be 
the ſecurity of a government, 
where all good ſubjects, of -what- 
ſoever church they be, without 
any diſtinction upon account of 
religion, enjoying the ſame favour 
with the prince, and the ſame 
benefit of the laws, ſhall be- 
come the common ſupport and 
guard of it, and where none will 
have any occaſion to fear the ſe- 
verity of the laws, but thoſe that 
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do injuries to their neighbours, 
and offend nn the civil n ? 


l That we may e md a 


conclufion, the ſum of all we 
drive at is, That every man 
may 10907 the ſame rights that 


are granted to others.” Isit per- 
mitted to worſhipGod in the Ro- 


man manner? Let it be permit= 
ted to do it in the Geneva form 
alſo. Is it permitted to ſpeak La- 
tin in the market place? Let 
thoſe that have a mind to it, be 
permitted to do it alſo in the 
church; Is it lawful for any man, 

in his own houſe; to kneel, ſtand, 
fit, or uſe any other poſture,” an 
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to clothe himſelf in white or black, 
in ſhort or in long garments? Let 
it not be made unlawful to eat 
bread, drink wine, or waſh with 
water in the church. In a word, 
whatſoever things are left free by 


law in the common occaſions of 


life, let-them remain free unto e- 
very church in divine worſhip. 
Let no man's life, or body, or 
houſe, or eſtate, ſuffer any man- 


ner of prejudice upon theſe ac- 
counts. Can you allow of the 


preſbyterian diſcipline? Why 


ſhould not the epiſcopal alſo have 


what they like? Eccleſiaſtical 
author ity, whether it be a d mini- 


tered by the hands of a ſingle 
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perſon, or many, is every where 

the ſame; and neither has 7 
_ Juriſdiction in things civil, nor 

any manner of power of corrpet- 


ſion, nor any thing at all to do 


wth OY and revenues. 


 Ecelefaſticl 1 fer 


mons are juſtiſied by daily expe- ; 


rience, and public allowance: 


theſe are allowed to people of 


ſome one perſuaſion; why not to 
„all? If any thing paſs in a reli- 
gious meeting ſeditiouſly, and 
contrary to the public peace, it is 
to be puniſhed in the ſame man- 
ner, and no otherwiſe than as if 


it had happened in a fair or mar- 
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meeting together than others. 
Every one is to be accountable 


is to be laid under a ſuſpicion, or 
odium, for the fault of another. 
Thoſe that are ſeditious, murder- 
ers, thieves, robbers, adulterers, 
ſlanderers, etc. of whatſoever 
church, whether national, or not, 
ought to be puniſhed and ſuppreſ- 
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ket. Theſe meetings ought net 
to be ſanctuaries for factious and 
flagitious fellows; nor ought it 


to be leſs lawful for men to meet 


in churches than in halls; nor are 


one part of the ſubjects to be e- 


ſeemed more blameable for their 


for his own actions; and no man 
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peaceable, and whoſe manners are 


pure and blameleſs, ought to be 
upon equal terms with their fel- 
lo- ſubjects. Thus if: folemn aſ- 
ſemblies, obſervations of feſtivals, 


public worſliip, be permitted to 
any one ſort of profeſſors, allitheſe 


things ought to be permitted to 
the Preſbyterians, Independents, 
Anabaptiſts, Arminians, Quakers, 
and others, with the ſame liber 
ty. Nay, if we may openly ſpeak 


man to another, neither Pagan, 
nor Mahometan, nor Jew, ought. 
to be excluded from the civit 
rights of the common- wealth, 
becauſe of his ame The 
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goſpel commands no ſuch thing. 
» Cor. v. The church, which © judges not 
e thoſe that are without, wants 
it not. And the commonwealth, 
which embraces indifferently all 
men that are honeſt, peaceable, 
and induftrious,' requires it not. 
Shall we ſuffer a Pagan to deaband 
trade with us, and ſhall we not 
ſuffer him to pray unto and wor- 
ſhip God? If we allow the Jews 
to have private houſes and dwel- 
lings amongſt us, why ſhould 
ve not allow them to have ſyna- 
gognes? Is their doctrine more 
falſe, their worſhip more abomi- 
nable, or is the civil peace more 
endangered, 15 their meeting in 


”— 
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public, than in their private houſe 
es? But if theſe things may be 
granted to Jews and Pagans, ſure- | 
ly the condition of any Chriſtians 
_ ought not to he worſe than theis 
in a gms amm 


Vou will a5 the” « © Yes, 
it ought to be; becauſe they are 
more inclinable to factions, tu- 

: mults, and civil wars. I an- 
ſwer, is this the fault of the Chri- 

ſtian religion? I it be ſo, truly 


to be embraced by any particular 


_ perſon, nor tolerated by any com- 
 monwealth, For if this be 1. 


the Chriſtian religion is the wonlk 
of all religions, and ought neither 
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genius, this the nature of the 
Chriſtian religion, to be turbulent, 
and deſtructive to the civil peace, 
that church itſelf which the ma- 
giſtrate indulges will not always 
be innocent. But far be it from 


us to ſay any ſuch thing of that 


religion which carries the greateſt 


oppoſition to covetouſneſs, diſ- 


cord, ambition, contention, and 


all manner of inordinate deſires, 
and is the moſt modeſt and peace- 
able religion that ever was. We 
muſt therefore ſeek another cauſe 


of thoſe evils that are charged up- 


ön religion: and if we conſider 


right, we ſhall find it to conſiſt 
wholly in the ſubject that I am 
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treating of. It is not the diverſi- 
ty of opinions, (which cannot be 
avoided) but the refuſal of tole- 
ration to thoſe that are of diffe- 
rent opinions (which might have 
been granted) that has produced 
all the buſtles and wars that have 
been in the Chriſtian world upon 
account of religion. The heads. 
and leaders of the church, moved 
by avarice and inſatiable deſire of, 
_ dominion, making uſe of the im- 
moderate ambition of magiſtrates, 
and the credulous ſuperſtition of 
the giddy multitude, have incenſ- 
ed and animated them againſt 
thoſe that diſſent from them ſalues, 
by preaching unto * : 


194 


themſelves to be ſtript of the 


"A LETTER 


to the laws of the goſpel, and to 
the precepts of charity, that ſchiſ- 
matics and heretics are to be rooted 
out of their poſſeſſions, and deſtroy- 
ed. And thus have they mixed to- 
gether, and confounded two things 
that are in themſelves moſt differ- 


ent, the church and the common- 
wealth. Now, as it is very dif. 


ficult for men patiently to ſuffer 


goods Which they have got by 
their induſtry, and, con- 


trary to n laws of equity, 


both human and divine, to be de- 
livered up for a prey to other 


mens violence and rapine, eſpeci- 
ally when they are otherwiſe al- 
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together blameleſs, and that the 
occaſion for which they are thus 


treated does not at: all belong 
ſtrate, but entirely to the conſci- 
the nd of n 1 Sa a0 


elſe can be e expetidd,: | W 


theſe men, growing weary of the 
evils under which they labour, 
mould in the end think it lawful 
for them to reſiſt force with force, 


and to defend their natural tights 


(vvhich are not forfeitable upon 
account of religion) with arms, as 


well as they can? That this has 


era hitherto the ordinary on 
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of chings, is abundantly evident 
tinue to be ſo: hereafter, is but 
too apparent in reaſon. It cannot 
indeed be otherwiſe, ſo long as the 
principle of perſecution for religi- 


on ſhall prevail, as it has done 


hitherto with magiſtrate and peo- 
ple, and ſo long as thoſe, that 
ought to be the preachers of peace 
and concord, ſhall continue, with 
all their art and ſtrength, to excite 
men to arms, and ſound the trum- 
pet of war. But that magiſtrates 
ſhould thus ſuffer theſe :incendi- 
aries, and diſturbers of the public 


peace, might juſtly be wondered 


at, if it did not appear that they 
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have been invited by them unto 
a participation of the ſpoil; and 
have therefore thought fit to make 
uſe of their covetouſneſs and pride, 

as means whereby to increaſe their 
on power. For who does not 
ſee, that theſe good men are in- 
deed more miniſters of the govern- 
ment, than miniſters of the goſ- 
pel; and that, by flattering the 
ambition, and favouring the do- 
minion of princes and men in au- 
thority, they endeavour with all 
their might to promote that ty- 
ranny in the common- wealth, 
which otherwiſe they ſhould not 
be able to eſtabliſſi in the church? 
This is the unhappy agreement” 

+ 
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that we ſee between the church 


and ſtate, Whereas if each of 


them would contain itſelf with- 


in its own bounds, the one attend- 


ing to the worldly welfare of the 
commonwealth; the other to the 
ſalvation of ſouls, it is impoſſible 
that any diſcord ſhould ever have 
happened between them. Sed, 


pudet hæc opprobria, etc. God al- 


mighty grant, I beſeech him, 
that the goſpel of peace may at 
length be preached, and that ci- 
vil magiſtrates, growing more 
careful to conform their own con- 
ſciences to the law of God, and 


leſs ſolicitous about the binding of 


mens conſciences hy human 
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laws, may, like fathers of their 
country, direct all their counſels 
and endeavours to promote uni- 
verſally the civil welfare of all 
their children, except only bf 
ſuch as are arrogant, ungovern- 
able, and injurious to their bre- 
thren; and that all eccleſiaſtical 
men, who boaſt themſelves to be 


thef ſucceſſors of the apoſtles, walk- 


4 the He without intermed- 
ling with ſtate- affairs, may apply 
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ERHAPS it may not be a- 
miſs to add a few things con- 
cerning hereſy and ſchiſm. A Turk 
is not, nor can be, either heretic 
or ſchiſmatic to a Chriſtian :. and 
if any man falboff from the Chri- 
ſtian faith to Mahometaniſm, he 


does not thereby become a here- 


tic or ſchiſmatic, but an apoſtate, 
and an infidel. This no body 
doubts of. And by this it ap- 
pears, that men of different reli- 
gions cannot be heretics or ſchiſ- 
matics to one another. 
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We are to enquire therefore, 
vhat men are of the ſame religi- 
on? Concerning which, it is 


manifeſt, that thoſe who have 


one and the ſame rule of faith and 
worſhip, are of the ſame religi- 


on; and thoſe who have not the 
fame rule of faith and worſhip, 
are of different religions: for 
ſince all things that belong unto 
that religion are contained in that 
rule, it follows neceſfarily, that 
thoſe who agree in one rule are 


of one and the ſame religion; and 


vice verſa. Thus Turks and 
Chriſtians are of different relgr- 
ons, becauſe theſe take the 
ſcriptures to be the rule of 
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religion, and thoſe the Koran: 
and for the ſame teaſon there may 


be different religions alſo even a- 


mongſt Chriſtians. The Papiſts 


and the Lutherans, though both 


of them profeſs faith in Chriſt, 
and are therefore called Chriſti- 


ans, yet are not both of the fame 


religion; | becauſe theſe acknow- 


lege nothing but the holy ſerip - 


tures to be the rule and founda- 
tion of their religion; thoſe take 


in alſo rules and decrees of Popes, 


and of all theſe together make the 
rule of their religion. And thus 
the Chriſtians of St. John (as they 
are called) and the Chriſtians of 
Geneva, are of different religions; 
becauſe theſe alſo take only the 
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ſcriptures, and thoſe, I know not 
what: traditions for the at * 
ae __— 


This being ſettled, it fillows, | 
Firſt, that hereſy is a ſeparation 
made in eccleſiaſtical communion 
between men of the ſame religion, 
for ſome opinions no way con- 


rained in the rule itſelf. And, 


fecondly, that amongſt theſe who 
-acknowlege nothing but the ho- 
ly ſcriptures to be their rule of 
faith, hereſy is a ſeparation made 
in their Chriſtiam communion, for 
opinions not contained in the ex- 
preſs words of ſeripture. N ow, 

this ſeparation may be made in a 
: twofold manner. 


204. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


I. When the greater part, or 
(by the magiſtrate's patronage). 
the ſtronger part of the church 
ſeparates itſelf from others, by 


excluding them out of her com- 


profeſs their belief of certain opi- 


nions which are not to be found 


in the expreſs words of ſcripture. 


For it is not the paucity of thoſe 


that are ſeparated, nor the autho- 


rity of the magiſtrate, that can 
make any man guilty of herefy': 


but he only is an heretic who di- 
vides the church into parts, intro- 
duces names and marks of diſtinc- 
tion, and voluntarily makes a ſe- 


by 
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paration becauſe of ſuch opini- 
ONS, - „ 221 2145 
II. When any one ſeparates 
; himſelf from the communion. of 
a church, becauſe that church 
does not publickly profeſs ſome 
certain opinions which the holy 
Mitte do not capa each | 


Both theſe are heretics, = 1 
* cauſe they err in fundamentals, 
* and they err obſlinately againſt 
determined the holy ſcriptures to 
be the only foundation of faith, 
they nevertheleſs: lay down certain 
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are not in the ſcripture; and be: 
cauſe others will not acknowlege 
_ theſe additional opinions of theirs, 
nor build upon them as if they 
were neceſſary and fundamental, 
they therefore make a ſeparation 
in the church, either by with- 
drawing themſelves from the o- 
thers, or expelling the others from 
them. Nor does it ſignify any 
| thing for them to fay, that 
Þ their confeſſions and ſymbols are 
agreeable to ſcripture, and to the 
analogy of faith; for if they be 
conceived in the expreſs words of 
ſcripture, there can be no queſti- 
on about them, becauſe thoſe are 
acknowleged by all Chriſtians to 
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be of divine inſpiration * and 


therefore fundamental. But if 
they fay; That the ar ticles which 


8 9 they require to be profeſſed Are | 


* conſequences deduced, from the, 
© ſcripture ;?, it is undoubtedly; 
well done of them to, believe and! 


them ſo agreeable to the rule of 


faith; but it would be very ill 
done to obtrude thoſe things up- 
on others, unto whom they do 
not ſeem to be the indubit- 
able doctrines of the ſcripture; 


and to make a ſeparation for ſuch 1 
things as theſe, which neither 
are nor can be fundamental, is to 


A 
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think there is any man arrived to 
that degree of madneſs, as that 


he dare give out his conſequences 


| and interpretations of ſcripture as 

| 4 divine inſpirations, and compare 

| the articles of faith that he has 

| framedaccording to hisown fancy” 
| with the authority of the ſerip- 
| 


ture. -I know there are ſome pro- 
poſitions ſo evidently agreeable to 
ſeripture, that no body can den 
but about thoſe therefore there 
J fay, that however clearly we 
may think this or the other doc-: | 
ture, we ought not therefore to 


POSTSCRIPT. 
impoſe it upon others as a neceſ- 


ſary article of faith, becauſe we 


believe it to be agreeable to the 
rule of faith; unleſs we would be 
content alſo that other doctrines 


ſhould be impoſed upon us in the 


ſame manner, and that we ſhould. 


be compelled to receive and pro- 
feſs all the different and contra- 


dictory opinions of Lutherans, 


Calviniſts, Remonſtrants, Ana- 
baptiſts, and other ſeQs; which 
the contrivers o of ſymbols; 

and eonſkfneag are accuſtomed 
to deliver unto their followers as 
genuine and neceſſary deductions 
from the holy ſcripture. I can- 


not but wonder at the extravagant 


nee e enn, 
8 
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think that they themſelves can 
explain things neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion more clearly. than the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, the * 1 eee | 


MO eee 11825 
3: 21-FIOCU ? — 
Tos moch concerning hereſy; 


which word, in common uſe, is 

applied only to the doctrinal part 
of religion. Let us now conſider 
ſchiſm, which is a crime near a- 


kin to it: for both thoſe words 


* grounded ſeparation in: eccleſi- 
E: aſtical communion, made about 
things not neceſſary. But ſince 
uſe, which is the ſupreme law i in 
matter of language, has deter 
mined that „ relates to error 


POSTSCRIPT. 


in faith, woo! ſchiſm to thoſe i in 
worſhipor diſcipline, wemuſt con- 


| te _ under —_— ne 


nad a Fi the PEW: rea- 
| ſons that have already been alleg- 
ed, is nothing elſe but a ſeparation 
made in the communion of the 


church, upon account of ſome- 


thing in divine worſhip, or eccle- 
ſtaſtical diſcipline, that is not any 
neceſſary part of it. Now, no- 
thing in worſhip or diſcipline can 
be neceſſary to Chriſtian commu- 
nion, but what Chriſt our legiſla. 
tor, or the apoſtles, by inſpirati- 


on of the holy Spirit, have c com- 


manded i in a e words. E oÞ 
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In a word, he that denies not 
any thing that the holy ſcriptures 
teach in expreſs words, nor makes 
a ſeparation upon occaſion of any 
thing that is not manifeſtly con- 
tained in the facred text; how- 
ever he may be nick-named by 
any ſect of Chriſtians, and declar- 
ed by ſome or all of them to be 
utterly void of true Chriſtianity, 
yet indeed, and in truth, this man 


cannot be either a heretic or oder: | 


8 might have been 

explained more largely and ad- 
vantageouſly; but it is enough to 
have hinted at them thus briefly 


to a perſon of your parts. 


THE END. 
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